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The 2014/2015 season at La Grua Center 
was one of our best yet!
We hosted almost 30 concerts, sponsored approximately 40 lectures, curated 10 different 
art exhibitions, shared the La Grua Center space with over 15 nonprofits for their 
programs and meetings, offered 6 different wellness and dance classes each week, and 
welcomed over 10,000 people through our doors. 

To put it simply, it’s been a productive year in which La Grua Center enlightened, en-
riched, and engaged the people of our community. Thank you to all the donors, volunteers, 
performers and our wonderful audiences for making this season so successful. 

Music
Music is life. That’s why our hearts have 
beats. The Music Matters series at La Grua 
Center continues to thrive, and this year we 
welcomed a diversified range of performers 
to our monthly concerts. They keep our 
toes tapping and hearts racing. For the first 
time on our Mason & Hamlin piano we 
were joined by two talented young women, 
Amelie Fortin and Marie-Christine Poirer, 
and 20 fingers for a delightful and brilliant 

program of Romantic and present-day 
music for piano four-hands. This spring 
540 harpsichord strings were on display for 
a special concert with three harpsichordists, 
Elaine Funaro, Beverly Biggs and Rebecca 
Pechefsky. The trio entertained a full house 
with scores from the High Baroque Period 
and strikingly accessible compositions 
written in and for our time. For our string 
enthusiasts, we hosted several concerts 



including the Attica Quartet, who came to us 
through the Essex Winter Series. The concert 
featured two violins, a viola and a violoncello 
and delighted the audience with works from 
Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel and Leos Janacek. 
To round out the concert series, we welcomed 
local musician Bergin O’Malley and her 
nationally recognized colleagues Jesse Terry 
and Sarah Peacock for an acoustic storyteller’s 
night, filled with country vibes and folk tunes. 
La Grua Center is also a celebrated place to 
perform for young musicians. We once again 
welcomed the Mystic Middle School Jazz band 
and Select chorus along with the talented mu-
sicians from Calvary Music School for lively 
concerts, all well attended by the community. 

This year we also introduced our inau-
gural outdoor music festival — Stonington 
Sounds. The series hosted 13 different groups, 
from bluegrass and rock and roll to classical 
harpsichord and acapella groups, performing 
at 10 different locations around Stonington 
Borough. Although the rain forced some of 
our concerts indoors, we had a lively crowd 
that was unfazed by a few sprinkles. 

Arts & Culture 
La Grua Center hosted 
a variety of lectures 
this past year, appeal-
ing to our audience’s 
inquisitive nature. We 
discovered the Wreck of 
the USS Revenge with 
Charlie Buffum; ex-
plored details of climb-
ing K2 and Broadpeak 

with Sophie Helenek; learned about phospho-
rescent proteins from Marc Zimmer; stepped 
into the world of Lily Pulitzer with Kathryn 
Livingston; dreamed about an illustrious career 
on Broadway with David Black; danced the 
night away with David Dorfman Dance com-
pany; and celebrated the life of James Merrill 
with author Langdon Hammer, to name a few. 
In addition, we introduced our World Affairs/
Current Events series by welcoming the Iraqi 
Ambassador to France, Fareed Yasseen. 

We continue to build upon the important 
relationships with our non-profit cultural 
neighbors including the Stonington Histori-
cal Society, Stonington Library and James 

DAVID DORFMAN DANCE



Merrill House who use the Center regularly 
for their programming. Some highlights from 
the year include … the history of Stonington 
steamships with Norman Brouwer; Heming-
way’s wives with Harry Martin; the voyage 
of the Morgan with 
Mystic Seaport presi-
dent Stephen White; 
the music of the war of 
1812; the annual James 
Merrill lecture with 
award winning author 
Jeffrey Eugenides … 
and many more. 

La Grua Center’s exhibition space contin-
ues to draw exceptional groups of talented 
artists from around the country. The mod-
ern exhibition entitled Material and Matter 
displayed works from artists Deborah Barlow, 
Paula Overbay and Jo Valley, who joined us 
from their respected studios in the New York/
Boston/London metropolitan areas. Focusing 
closer to home, we hosted our first posthu-
mous exhibition celebrating works from local 
artists Clem Despard, Helen Hooker and 
Fuller Potter. This year we also celebrated the 
bicentennial of the War of 1812 by co-spon-
soring with the Stonington Historical Society 
an exhibition of historic prints from the town’s 
celebrations 100 years ago. In addition, we 
welcomed artists from Expressiones Gallery in 
New London for an exhibit focused on Latin 
American art. 
And for the first 
year the Stoning-
ton High School 
photography club 
used the Center’s 
space for a special 
exhibition and 
auction highlight-
ing the work of 
talented young 
photographers in 
our community. 

MATERIALS AND MATTER EXHIBITION



VOLUNTEERS 
All of our programming is made possible by the dedication of our volunteer programming 
committees. As always, we extend our gratitude for their donated time and personal 
commitment to La Grua Center. 

PROGRAM AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

John Adams
Carole Barnard
Naty Bush
Betsy Carr
Charles T. Clark
Denise Collins
Harriet Crane
Peter T. Doyle

Barbara Ginsberg
Gloria Gorby
Henri Gourd
Christopher Greenleaf
Sarah Janssens 
Janice Lamb
Jude Larzelere
Mary Kay Long 

Cindy MacNeill
Juan O’Callahan
Muireann O’Callaghan
Bergin O’Malley
Camilla Rees
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol

Now in its fourth year, the Kid’s Art 
Workshop continues to grow, and youth 
of all ages look forward to the workshop 
each summer. We owe a big thank you 
to all our artist volunteers who come out 
every Sunday to make this possible: Carmel 

Bourneuf, Dan Potter, Karin Bastidas, Sadie 
DeVore, Barbara Ginsberg, Vin Loiacono, 
Elaine Mills, Juan O’Callahan, Muireann 
O’Callaghan, Tom Frohnapfel, JJ Stinton, 
Judy Keegan, Li Yujuan, Zhai Yujuan, and 
Amanda Mead.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF
Peter Castle, President
Barbara Timken, Vice President
Harriet Crane, Treasurer
Janice Lamb, Secretary
Sarah Janssens
Paul Leeming

Muireann O’Callaghan
Dorothy Papp
Meg Raftis
Wick York
Jane S. Meiser, Executive Director
Kelli Rocherolle, Programs Director

FINANCIALS
Income

Direct Contributions $ 135,620

Program Related Sales and Fees 30,790

Fundraisers 10,740

TOTAL $ 177,150

Expenses

Payroll Expenses $ 75,000

Marketing & Support 7,780

Insurance & Office Related 8,450

Facility and Equipment 28,220

Programming 24,700

Depreciation 28,230

TOTAL $ 172,380



DONORS
We would like to thank the following donors who make our community program-
ming possible with their financial support. We also receive anonymous cash dona-
tions at the door for many of our events and we thank all those donors as well. All 
donations to the La Grua Center were made between the dates of July 1, 2014 and 
June 30, 2015.

Robert and Mary Abramson
John and Grania Ackley III
Michael and Ann Adair
AHEPA New London 

Foundation
James and Pamela Alexander
John W. and Judith B. 

Alexander
Cynthia Allyn
Anita and Frederic P., MD 

Anderson
Andy Maynard for Senate
Anonymous 
Frances C. Ashley
In memory of Dorothy Avery 

by George Avery
Mrs. Susan A. Ayers
Mrs. W.T. Bachmann
Norman R. Bailey and Dr. 

Shirley Johnson
Robert and Teresa Banas
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Banister
Brian and Carole Barnard
Harriet Barry
Anne Bartholet
Elizabeth Bartholet
Scott and Lisa Tepper Bates
Robert Baum
Deborah Beal
Shirley Beal
Randy Bean
Gary and Frances Bennett
Bruce and Betsy Biddle
Bill and Natalie Billing
John Birkhoff
Douglass Bjorn
Anne Rivers and David Black
Benson Blake Charitable 

Trust 
Alan and Ann Blanchard
Mary Blanton

Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Marion Bodde
Jenny Dixon and John Boone
Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler
Jim and Betsy Boylan
Wendy Bradford
Pamela Brewster
Randy Brooks
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Meredith and Sylvia Brown
Alan and M.J. Brush
Charles and Ann Buffum
Jane Buffum
Dodie Bump
Clay Burkhalter
Mary Burton
Hugh and Joanne Caldara
Jeff and Lynn Callahan
Michael and Mary Jo 

Campbell

Betsy Bump Carr
Peter and Deborah Castle
Tom and Dorrit Castle
Melvin Chalfen
Sam and Beth Chapin
Donald and Jane 

Charbonnier
Mayo Margaret and James 

H. Chase
Charles T. Clark
Tom and Sally Cogan
Virginia and Frank 

Colassano
Elsa H. Cole
Kathy and Tig Conger
Michael and Merrily 

Connery
Christopher M. and Marie 

Cox
Tony and Harriet Crane

GALLERY ONE EXHIBITION



The Crane Foundation
Kay and Dick Daniele
Philip and Alison Darrell
Dean A. Davis
John Davis
Miranda De Kay
Edward and Deborah Dear
Dudley and Michael Del Balso
John and Michele Delmhorst
Cornelia Dickinson
Kieran Dignam
 Dime Bank
Chris and Barbara Dixon
John and Katherine Dixon
Bill and Linda Dohrmann
William Douglass
Peter Doyle
Judith G. duPont
Lissa van Dyke
Richard and Denise Easton
Richard and Laura Ely
David and Carole Enfield
Frank and Monica Eppinger
Robert Evans
Kathleen Gaynor and Bruce 

Ferguson
In honor of Art and Kit Quirk 

by Cheryl K. Ferris
Ben and Kierstan Field
Margaret Field
Jerry and Joyce Fingerut
Jack and Marcia Fix
George and Emily Flint
Mary Wolf and William Fowler
Jo and George Fox
Joanna Frank
Howard and Sandy Fromson
Stan Gaby
Phyllis Weaver and Gary 

Gerstein
Barbara Gildersleeve
Richard and Katherine 

Gildersleeve
The Gildersleeve / White Fund
Marc and Barbara Ginsberg
Jack and Gloria Gorby
Katherine Graham
David and Lucia Greenhouse
Bill Griffin

Linda Grimes
Priscilla Griscom
John and Alice Groton
Jack and Gracelyn Guyol
Charles Hamm
Jacob and Elizabeth Hanley
Charles and Beth Harding
Bill and Sandy Hargreaves
John C. and Jill W. Harned
Charles L. and Janet Hatton
Barbara Petty Heuer
Charles and Jane Hildreth
Tim Hogen
Barbara Holland
In honor of Shirley Beal by 

Ardin and Richard Holliday
Mohamad Homsi
Robin and Judith Honiss
Elizabeth Hopkins
Peyton Horne
Chris Fondulas and Jessie 

Hoyt
Mary E. Hughes
Hunter, Moore & Stearns
Dinda Elliott and Adi Ignatius
Lowell Jaeger
Helen Jankoski
Sarah Janssens
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Johnstone
Jane R. Keener
 Chester Kitchings Family 

Foundation
Patricia Kitchings
Marie-Louise Knapp
Susan Knox
Deborah Kotchen
Brooks and Anne La Grua
La Grua’s Store
John and Mary LaMattina
Hervie and Janice Lamb
In memory of Marcia Huhn 

Lane
Saren Langmann
James and Allie Larkin
Larkin, Hoffman, Daly & 

Lindgren Foundation
Stephen S. and Wendy Lehman 

Lash
Sara Lathrop

Kevin and Claudia Laxar
David and Pamela Leeming
Paul and Julia Leeming
Roger Brown and Daniel 

Leonard
Archie and Diana Leslie
Jan and Susan Lindberg
Meg Lyons and Geoffrey Little
Bruce and Catherine Littman
Spike and Ann Lobdell
Katherine and Timothy Love
Michael Schefers and Sibby 

Lynch
Todd Lynch
Douglas and Evelynn Lyons
Sheila Lyons
Mr. and Mrs. Robert MacBain
Diane MacFadyen
Jan and Roberta MacGregor
Rita Madison
Stuart and Casey Malcolm
Steve and Sarah Malinowski
Rosemary Contin and John 

Malmros
Harry and Susan Martin
Steve and Judy Martin
Kari McCabe and Nate 

McBride
John and Marya McCarthy
Janet McClendon
Bobette McCracken
Kathy Calnen and Michael 

McKinley
Daniel and Jane S. Meiser
Patricia H. Meiser
William Middleton
Andreas and Janis Mink
In honor of Danforth and Mimi 

Mitchell by the Mitchell 
Family Fund

Sabine Moffett
Robert and Karen Mohr
The Montauk Foundation
Robert L. and Virginia 

Montgomery
Alexandra Moore
Dorothea Moore
Thomas and Marguerite Moore
William B. Morris



Claire R. Morse
Frederick S. Nicholas, Jr.
Robert E. and Judith A. Nist
Noah’s Restaurant
Ben and Betsy Norman
Charles and Elizabeth Norman
Paula and Matthew Nowakowski
John and Joan O’Brien
Michael and Jacquelyn O’Brien
O’Brien Goodman Family Fund
Tom Frohnapfel and Muireann 

O’Callaghan
Juan and Louise O’Callahan
Cormac and Moira O’Malley
David Boyle and Bergin 

O’Malley
Tad and Jan Ogden
Elizabeth A. Osha
Oyster Club, Mystic
Donald Paige
Robert Palm
Bill Kavanagh and Cynthia 

Palmer
Henry R. Palmer, III
Francis and Joyce Pandolfi
Dorothy Papp
John and Deborah Papp
Tony and Jane Pellegrini
Arthur and Helen Pendleton
Jane Percy
Bob and Maggie Perkinson
Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips
Robert Pittaway
Marya Ursin and Dan Potter
David and Cheryl Purvis
James Quinn and Chris Zhang 
Dan and Vicki Quinn

William Quirk and Coralie Shaw 
Stillman Brown and Meg Raftis
Ann and Paul Rath
David Rathbun
Louis Raymond
Margaret Frisch and Colin Revill
Douglass Rice and Cynthia 

Elliott 
Betty Richards
Mrs. Margaret Luchars Richards
Michael and Julia Roberts
Kate Robinson
Alexander Roepers
Mark Twiss and Sarah Rogovin
Chris and Rosemarie Rose
Chuck and Deborah Royce
Kate V. Rugen
Tom and Candy Sanford
Edward and Carol Sauers
Robert and Susan Scala
Jeffrey and Ana Schneider
Paula Clifford Scott
Robert and Anne Simmons
Rob and Heidi Simmons
Robert and Nancy Skeele
W. Danny and Charlene Slaton
Steven and Liesbeth Slosberg
Anne-Marie Smith
David Smith
Kimberly Hoskins Smith
Rosanne Simborksi and Michael 

Smyle
Martha Snyder
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol
Joan Soons
Caroline Souter
Robert and Geraldine Spillane

James and Gigi Stanford
Carla and Rowland Stebbins III
Rich and Liz Stern
Paul and Nina Stimson
Alexandra Stoddard
Joseph Taylor
Mary M. Thacher
Barbara Corwin Timken
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Twichell
Timothy and Suzanne Tyler
Raymond A. Uzanas
Dan and Melissa Verdier
William and Susan Verhoeff
Peter and Margaret Vermilya
Peter and Margaret Victoria
Norma McHoes Vyse
Stephen and Bernadette Wade
Beth Walker
Water Street Cafe
Harriet Watsky
Joshua and Alejandra Welch
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Welch
Emily N. Wharton
The Wimpfheimer Foundation
Ruth Saunders and Jonathan 

White
William and Shelley White
Peter W. Kepple and Karin Forde 

Whittemore
Bertrand Bell and Marianna 

Wilcox
Priscilla Bollard Wilder
Sage and Thomas Williams
Andrew Wilson
James and Karen Wittliff
Pam Profit Wohltman
Clement and Sally Wood
Andrew and Ellen Wormser
Sky Hoyt and Charles Wustman
Eugene and Georgia York

MATCHING GIFTS

The following companies have 
matched the charitable donations 
their employees have made to the 
La Grua Center. 

Pfizer 
Dominion 
UBS

WRECK OF THE USS REVENGE
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