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Transitions
This has been a pivotal year at La Grua 
Center. In addition to celebrating the 
accomplishments of our very capable exec-
utive director, Jane Meiser, who  
announced that she would be stepping 
down at the end of the year, we also 
welcomed Jane’s talented successor, Lori 
Robishaw, to her new post. While some 
transitions in leadership can be stressful 
and chaotic, ours at La Grua Center has 
remained orderly as we move forward with 
prudence, resolve, and clarity of purpose. 

Honoring Jane for her many contribu-
tions has given us an opportunity to reflect 
on the center’s numerous accomplishments 
during her five-year period of leadership. 
Chief among them have been the increased 
breadth of our offerings and the scores of 
new faces who have passed through our 
doors. Our programming in the areas of 
music, lectures, dance, art exhibits, and 
fitness classes has garnered unprecedented 
interest throughout the region, and our 
improved website and expanded use of 
social media have further helped us inform 
and engage area residents. We are also de-
lighted that Kelli Rocherolle, our program 
director, has moved to full-time status.

Pleased as we are with the center’s 
evolution under Jane’s direction, Lori brings 
a different set of experiences and ideas to 
this leadership position. In recent weeks she 
has begun to help us frame some of the most 
critical questions about the center’s future 
and the financial resources that will be 
required to move our organization forward. 
We are indeed fortunate to have Lori as 
such an important member of our team.

And finally, I am pleased to report that 
Lori will be working closely with Paul 
Leeming who steps into my position as 
board president at our annual meeting this 
fall. While it has been my privilege to serve in 
this capacity during such an exciting period 
in the life of our young organization, Paul 
takes over with an in-depth appreciation for 
what has made La Grua Center so special. 
Under Paul and Lori’s leadership, the center 
will continue to explore new opportunities in 
community programming and will remain 
ever-mindful of La Grua Center’s growing 
importance in the lives of area residents.

Peter Castle
President, Board of Directors



Snapshot 
Masterful performers presenting selections 
from the classical canon and the return of 
hometown favorites Nora Fox and Hilary 
Castle highlighted our music presentations 
this past year, along with musical explorations 
of Africa, Bulgaria, and Ireland. Our 
distinguished lecturers took 
us to Bhutan, Ukraine, Plum 
Island, and The Cloisters, 
while we learned more about 
drones, climate change, a 
famous art heist, and the 
origins of Christmas. We 
hosted our first photography 
exhibition and a series of 
printmaking workshops, and 
again, a talented group of local 
artists shared their expertise in our 5th Annual 
Kids Summer and Holiday Art Workshops. 
Our signature monthly series, Music Matters, 
included pianist Matthew Odell in an all 
Brahms program, The Trombones from the 
Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra, 
classic bluegrass with the Hope Valley 
Volunteers, and repeat engagements with 
pianist Stephen Porter in an all Debussy 
program and the New York Classical Quartet, 
joined by a basset clarinet in Mozart’s Clarinet 
Quintet. Our interest in the future was once 
again demonstrated as we hosted the Mystic 
Middle School Jazz Band and Chorus.  

By the Numbers
We presented nearly thirty concerts, forty 
lectures, seven art exhibitions, and six weekly 
wellness and dance classes — welcoming more 
than 10,000 people through our doors. 

Partnership
We continue to build upon the important 
relationships with our nonprofit cultural 
neighbors, especially the Stonington Histor-
ical Society, Stonington Free Library, and 
James Merrill House, which all use the center 
regularly for their programming. Some high-
lights from them this past year — the history 
of basketball in Stonington with Dave Erskine, 
The Eastern Question with Ted Danforth, 
the myriad collections of the Mystic Seaport 
with Fred Calabretta, prominent authors Amy 
Bloom and Julia Glass — and many more. 



Highlights
MASQUERADE

Masks have been around since antiquity, being 
used for disguise, protection, performance, 
and ceremony. Last year, we presented a 

mask-making 
workshop, a pop-
up art exhibit 
with spellbinding 
masks from 
around the 
world, and a 
festive winter 
evening of 
music and dance 
raising funds for 
the center.

TAPESTRIES
Mary Merrill (1921-1999) was married to 
poet and Stonington resident James Merrill’s 
half-brother Charles Merrill, Jr. She was a 
longtime member of the Weavers Guild of 

Boston, and her 
tapestries have been 
exhibited through-
out New England. 
She became a 
tapestry artist late 
in life, and we were 
pleased to meet her 
children, Amy and 
Paul (pictured), who 
helped us coordinate 
the exhibit. 

PAINTED PRAYERS
This exhibit of Buddhist art featured an 
amazing collection of sacred Tibetan thangka 
paintings by Lama Tsondru Sangpo. Thangkas 
are traditionally used as objects of devotion 
or as an aid to spiritual practice and are a 
source of blessings to all who see them. The 
art form dates back over 2,500 years and 

depicts deities 
in the Tibet-
an Buddhist 
tradition. Prior 
to the exhibit 
opening, the 
Lama performed 
a blessing and 
presented a 
white ceremonial 
scarf to both 
Jane and Kelli.



PROGRAM AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS
John Adams
Carole Barnard
Dan Brandl
Betsy Carr
Charles T. Clark
Denise Collins
Harriet Crane
Peter T. Doyle
Marcia Fix

Barbara Ginsberg
Gloria Gorby
Christopher Greenleaf
Andrea Hecht
Sarah Janssens
Janice Lamb
Jude Larzelere
Shelley Kirkwood Lawrence 
Mary Kay Long

Cindy MacNeill
Juan O’Callahan
Muireann O’Callaghan
Bergin O’Malley
Trinity Pelloni
Camilla Rees
Joseph Ripka
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol

STONINGTON SOUNDS
For the second year, we presented our day-long 
concert festival, Stonington Sounds. The 
series hosted eleven different groups — from 
Portuguese fado to jazz to classical harpsi-
chord — in seven different venues throughout 
Stonington Borough. We’re grateful to our 
festival sponsors Breakwater, Dime Bank, 
Dog Watch Café, Engine Room, Fishing Ves-
sel Heritage and the Williams Family, Oyster 
Club, and Zuckermann Harpsichord.

Our Volunteers
We owe a big “thank you” to all our artist and other volunteers who came out every 
Sunday in July to make our Kid’s Summer Art Workshop possible: Karin Bastidas, 
Carmel Bourneuf, Sadie DeVore, Tom Frohnapfel, Barbara Ginsberg, Judy Keegan, Eva 

Leong, Vin Loiacono, 
Juan O’Callahan, 
Muireann O’Callaghan, 
and Dan Potter.

All of our programming 
is made possible by the 
dedication of our volunteer 
programming committees 
and our presenters. As 
always, we extend our grat-
itude for their donated time 
and personal commitment 
to La Grua Center.  



Financials
Income

Direct Contributions $ 150,955

Program Related Sales and Fees 32,365

Fundraisers 13,545

TOTAL $ 196,865

Expenses

Payroll Expenses $ 106,320

Marketing & Support 9,455

Insurance & Office Related 11,170

Facility and Equipment 26,770

Programming 28,500

TOTAL $ 182,215 *

* Does not include depreciation of $28,630

Board of Directors and Staff
Peter Castle, President
Paul Leeming, Vice President
Harriet Crane, Treasurer
Muireann O’Callaghan, Secretary
Barbara Heuer
Sarah Janssens
Janice Lamb

Dorothy Papp
Meg Raftis
Barbara Timken
Wick York
Jane S. Meiser, Executive Director
Kelli Rocherolle, Program Director



Donors
We would like to thank the following donors who make our community program-
ming possible with their financial support. We also receive anonymous cash dona-
tions at the door for many of our events and we thank all those donors as well. All 
donations to La Grua Center were made between the dates of July 1, 2015 and June 
30, 2016.

Anonymous
John and Grania Ackley III
AHEPA New London 

Foundation, Inc.
John W. and  

Judith B. Alexander
Lou and Cindy Allyn
Lynn Anderson  

and David Brierley
Anita and  

Frederic P. Anderson
ASA Environmental 

Products
Frances C. Ashley
Mrs. Susan A. Ayers
Judith R. Bachmann
Norman R. Bailey and 

Dr. Shirley Johnson
Robert and Teresa Banas
Alan and Patience Banister
Brian and Carole Barnard
Elizabeth Bartholet
Anne Bartholet
Robert Baum
Deborah Beal
Shirley Beal
Randy Bean
Gary and Frankie Bennett
Anne and Alan Bentz
Bruce and Betsy Biddle
Bill and Natalie Billing
Douglass Bjorn
David Black and  

Anne Rivers
Elliott and  

Ashley Blanchard
Mary Blanton

Marion Bodde
Rene and Kathleen Boelig
Kevin Bowdler and  

Anne Fix
Jim and Betsy Boylan
Wendy Bradford
Randy Brooks
Meredith M. Brown
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
The Brownington  

Foundation
Alan and M.J. Brush
Jane Buffum
Charles and Ann Buffum
Dodie Bump
Jeff and Lynn Callahan
Sharon Carlee
Betsy Bump Carr
Robert Casey
Tom and Dorrit Castle
Peter and Deborah Castle
Melvin Chalfen
Sam and Beth Chapin
Donald and  

Jane Charbonnier
Charles T. Clark
Frank and  

Virginia Colassano

Kathy and Tig Conger
Michael and  

Merrily Connery
Chris and Marie Cox
Tony and Harriet Crane
Liane Crawford
Curt Danforth and  

Elizabeth Lord
Kay and Dick Daniele
Philip and Alison Darrell
Miranda De Kay
Edward and  

Deborah Dear
Jay and Lisa DeFanti
Tertius and Belinda DeKay
Dudley and  

Michael Del Balso
Cornelia Dickinson
Chris and Barbara Dixon
Bill and  

Linda Dohrmann
Declan and  

Dorothy Doogan
Peter Doyle
Judith G. duPont
Lissa van Dyke
Richard and  

Denise Easton
Frank and  

Monica Eppinger
Robert R. Evans
John Fareri
Bruce Ferguson and 

Kathleen Gaynor
Henry and Susan Ferguson
Richard A. and  

Cheryl K. Ferris



Kierstan and Ben Field
Jerry and Joyce Fingerut
Alice Fitzpatrick
John and Marcia Fix
William Fowler and  

Mary Wolf
Howard and Sandy Fromson
Susan Fullerton
Gary Gerstein and  

Phyllis Weaver
Janet Gezari
Richard and  

Katherine Gildersleeve
Barbara Gildersleeve
The Gildersleeve/ 

White Fund
Marc and Barbara Ginsberg
Marilyn Graham
Geraldine Nager Griffin
William J. Griffin IV
Linda Grimes
Priscilla Griscom
John and Alice Groton
Charles Hamm
Charles and Beth Harding
Bill and Sandy Hargreaves
Charles L. and Janet Hatton
Barbara Petty Heuer
Charles and Jane Hildreth
Tim Hogen
Richard and Ardis Holliday
Elizabeth Hopkins
Peyton Horne
Alice Houston and  

Arthur Higbee
Mary E. Hughes
Hunter, Moore & Stearns
Adi Ignatius and Dinda Elliott
Donald Irion and  

Barbara Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Jaeger
Sarah Janssens
Robert Johnson
Peter and Chris Karpinski
Jane R. Keener

Chester Kitchings  
Family Foundation

Patricia Kitchings
Marie-Louise Knapp
Deborah Kotchen
Brooks and Anne La Grua
La Grua’s Store
Lucille Laccetti
John and Mary LaMattina
Hervie and Janice Lamb
G.F. Lane
Saren Langmann
James and Allison Larkin
Larkin, Hoffman, Daly & 

Lindgren Foundation
Judith Larzelere
Stephen S. and  

Wendy Lehman Lash
Kevin and Claudia Laxar
Paul and Julia Leeming
David and Pamela Leeming
Daniel Leonard and  

Roger Brown
Archie and Diana Leslie
Amanda Lindberg
Jan and Susan Lindberg
Geoffrey Little and  

Meg Lyons
Bruce and  

Catherine Littman
Spike and Ann Lobdell
Beatrice K. Lombardo
Katherine and Timothy Love
Douglas and Evelynn Lyons
Sheila Lyons
Mr. and Mrs.  

Robert MacBain
Diane MacFadyen
Jan and Roberta MacGregor
Rita Madison
Stuart and Casey Malcolm
John Malmros and  

Rosemary Contin
Landine L. Manigault
Harry and Susan Martin

Nate McBride and  
Kari McCabe

Bobette McCracken
Michael McKinley and 

Kathy Calnen
Dan and Jane S. Meiser
Patricia H. Meiser
William Middleton
Andreas and Janis Mink
Sabine Moffett
The Montauk Foundation
Robert L. and  

Virginia Montgomery
Thomas and  

Marguerite Moore
Dorothea Moore
Alexandra Moore
William B. Morris
Jessica Morrissey
Claire R. Morse
Scott and Caroline Muller
Frederick S. Nicholas, Jr.
Noah’s Restaurant
Ben and Betsy Norman
John and Joan O’Brien
O’Brien Goodman  

Family Fund
Muireann O’Callaghan and 

Tom Frohnapfel 
Juan and Bunny O’Callahan
Cormac and Moira O’Malley
Bergin O’Malley and  

David Boyle
Tad and Jan Ogden
Elizabeth A. Osha
Cynthia Palmer and  

Bill Kavanagh
Henry R. Palmer III
Francis and Joyce Pandolfi
Dorothy Papp
Gillian Patrick
Tony and Jane Pellegrini
Arthur and  

Helen Pendleton
Jane Percy



Breck Perkins and  
Polly Spring

Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips
Marcy Woolworth Porter
Dan Potter and Marya Ursin
Edward Purcell
David and Cheryl Purvis
Dan and Vicki Quinn
James Quinn and  

Chris Zhang
William Quirk and  

Coralie Shaw
Meg Raftis and  

Stillman Brown
Ann and Paul Rath
David Rathbun
Colin Revill and  

Margaret Frisch
Roger Rice
Betty Richards
Margaret Luchars Richards
Michael and Julia Roberts
Kate Robinson
Alan Roessler
Sarah Rogovin and  

Mark Twiss
Peter and Joan Ross
Chuck and Deborah Royce
Kate V. Rugen
Tom and Candy Sanford

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sargent
John and Linda Sargent
Edward and Carol Sauers
Robert and Susan Scala
Peter Schaffer
Jeffrey and Ana Schneider
Stuart J.D. Schwartzstein
Peter Schwartzstein
Rob and Heidi Simmons
J.J. and Chris Sinton
Steven and Liesbeth Slosberg
Hester and Ben Smith
David Smith
Kimberly Hoskins Smith
Michael and  

Rosanne Simborksi Smyle
Martha Snyder
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol
Joan H. Soons
Caroline Souter
Robert and Geraldine Spillane
RC Spooner
Jim Stanford and  

Gigi Bradford
Carla and  

Rowland Stebbins III
Rich and Liz Stern
Paul and Nina Stimson
Stonington Garden Club
Mary M. Thacher

Barbara Corwin Timken
Janice B. Tunney
Mr. and Mrs.  

Joseph H. Twichell
Timothy and Suzanne Tyler
Raymond A. Uzanas
Janet and Alan Vaskas
Dan and Melissa Verdier
Norma McHoes Vyse
Stephen and Bernadette Wade
Beth Walker
Virginia and Richard Welch
Joshua and Alejandra Welch
Lucy Werner
Emily N. Wharton
Jonathan White and  

Ruth Saunders
William and Shelley White
Karin Forde Whittemore and 

Peter Kepple
Marianna Wilcox and  

Bertrand Bell
Priscilla Bollard Wilder
Andrew Wilson
The Wimpfheimer Foundation
James and Karen Wittliff
Pam Profit Wohltman
Clem and Sally Wood
Andrew and Ellen Wormser
Eugene and Georgia York

MATCHING GIFTS
The following companies have 
matched the charitable donations 
their employees have made to La 
Grua Center. 

Pfizer 
Dominion 
UBS

While every effort has been made 
to ensure accuracy, please accept 
our sincere apology if there are any 
errors or omissions with your name. 
If your listing requires correction, 
please let us know.

PLUM ISLAND EXHIBIT
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