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This Year at La Grua
I’ll admit that I lost some sleep in the early 
days of this fiscal year—and for once I 
won’t blame my early rising children. What 
kept me up was the specter of transition 
at La Grua—a sense of disquiet like that 
momentary choppiness when tides turn, the 
chaos of a shift change, or the uncertainty 
of a new political order. 

Transition was on my mind for many 
reasons. Because of term limits, we would 
face the departures of founding board 
members Dorothy Papp, Peter Castle, 
and Sarah Janssens. We would welcome a 
new executive director asking her to plug 
seamlessly into an unfamiliar organization. 
We would wrestle with questions about our 
identity, mission, and sustainability. And 
with all of this as a backdrop, we would set 
an ambitious agenda befitting our coming 
tenth anniversary season.

But what I quickly realized as the year 
progressed was that the weight and worry 
of change would not be borne on the 
shoulders of this new president alone, but 
rather carried lightly and expertly by the 
many hands of La Grua.

This will come as no surprise to all 
of you who understand and cherish the 
strength of our community. It’s the spirit 

we all feel as we gather on a weekend night 
to share in the talent of a performer, it’s 
the camaraderie in an exercise class or the 
laughter of children in a workshop, it’s what 
compels volunteers to stack chairs or join 
committees, it’s what spawns partnerships 
between local organizations within our 
walls, it’s the impulse to pass wisdom on to 
new leaders, and it’s the force that draws each 
of us out of our cloistered worlds and into 
an old foundry together with friends and 
strangers expecting something wonderful.

In fact, “something wonderful” is how 
I would describe the contents of this year’s 
annual report. Under the guidance of Lori 
Robishaw, Kelli Rocherolle, and our board 
of directors, and thanks to the generosity 
of those listed on our donor pages and 
to so many more who contribute in their 
own way, we’ve turned transition into 
accomplishment and opportunity.

And so I’ll let the following pages 
speak for themselves but leave you with 
my profound thanks and confidence in 
what’s to come.

Paul Leeming
President, Board of Directors

COVER: “PRIME HOOK, DE” BY SUE MCNALLY



Snapshot 
Our monthly signature series, Music Matters, 
included hometown treasure, violinist Hilary 
Castle, in a full-house return engagement as 
part of a Romantic piano trio; pianists Shuann 
Chai and Artem Belogurov playing two-hands 
and four-hands; chamber music with New 
York’s Omni Piano Quartet; Mystic musicians 
Jeff and Anne Barnhart as Ivory & Gold on 
piano and flute; Baroque music from Kleine 
Kammermusik; and Roosevelt Dime, playing 
their distinct brand of American roots music. 

At our podium were talks about climbing 
Antarctica’s highest peak, fighting gender 
issues in Hollywood, going beyond the 
headlines in the Middle East, as well as 
learning about an Arab-Israeli shared society 
and growing up under apartheid in South 
Africa. We presented return engagements from 
some of our favorite musicians—the multi-
talented Nora Fox, singer-songwriters Bergin 
O’Malley and Jesse Terry, harpsichordist 
Elena Zamolodchikova, and the Irish band 
Executive Sesiún. Our walls were graced with 
art from Lords Hill Studio artists and the 
Northeastern Connecticut Artists Guild, 
and our annual Stonington Artists show. 

We launched the Military Matters series, 
which began with a submarine art exhibit 

and a talk from a retired submarine captain. 
Once again a talented group of local artists 
shared their expertise in our 6th Annual Kids 
Summer and Holiday Art Workshops, 
and we presented the Celebrating Art in 
Autism exhibit. Hosting the annual concerts 
of the Mystic Middle School Jazz Band and 
Chorus continues to be an investment in the 
artists and audiences of tomorrow.

By the Numbers
We presented nearly thirty concerts; some 
forty lectures, films, poetry readings, and 
panel discussions; eight art exhibitions and one 
craft fair; and six weekly wellness and dance 
classes—welcoming more than 10,000 visitors 
through our doors. 

LEFT: HILARY CASTLE

RIGHT: “NEWS FROM HOME” BY GEORGES SCHREIBER FROM THE NAVY ART COLLECTION. 

ELENA ZAMOLODCHIKOVA



Partnership
We continue to build upon the important 
relationships with our nonprofit cultural 
neighbors, especially the Stonington 
Historical Society, Stonington Free 
Library, and James Merrill House, 
which all use the center regularly for their 
programming. Some highlights from them 
this past year included…the 15th anniversary 
of 9/11 with Scott Bates, a look at a painter’s 
life with Stone Roberts, the attack on 
Stonington Harbor with Patricia Oat and 
the lives of local service members with Dave 
Erskine, prominent authors Louise Gluck 
and Lorrie Moore...and many more.  As 
Stonington Borough wrestles with future 
governance issues, we were also pleased to host 
several more BoroVision talks.

Highlights

BEHIND THE CURTAIN
Dog lovers and Broadway mavens were 
treated to a talk by Tony Award-recipient 
Bill Berloni, who got his start 40 years ago 
training the very first “Sandy,” the dog in the 
musical Annie, which started at Goodspeed 
Musicals. We went “backstage” with Bill as 
he introduced us to some of the furry friends 
who helped give him this unique career.

WWI: WAR LETTERS 
April marked the 100th anniversary of 
America’s involvement with World War I, 
and along with the Stonington Historical 
Society, we presented an exhibit of WWI 
letters, photographs, and memorabilia 
collected from residents around the region 
and the historical society’s archives. Andrew 
Carroll, the New York Times best-selling 
author and founder of The Center for 
American War Letters, talked about his quest 
for collecting one million war letters when he 
discussed his latest book about General John 
Pershing and WWI. We also learned about 
the American volunteer ambulance drivers in 
France before America entered the war from 
George King of the Ambulance 255 Project.

FATHER AND SON
Actor/pianist 
Chris Lemmon 
regaled us 
with stories of 
growing up 
with his father, 
Oscar-winner 
Jack Lemmon, 
in his one-man 
show, Twist 
of Lemmon, 
our winter 
fundraiser. 



STONINGTON SOUNDS
For the third year—the first with good 
weather—we presented our day-long summer 
music festival, Stonington Sounds, this 
time anchored at La Grua Center and on 

our adjacent green. We hosted six eclectic 
performances—a Mark Twain-inspired piano 
concert, the U.S. Coast Guard Dixieland 
Jazz Band, a concert for kids, Portuguese 
fado, classical harpsichord, and a jazz trio.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND OFFICE/EVENT VOLUNTEERS
John Adams
Brian Barnard
Carole Barnard
Dan Brandl
Betsy Carr
Charles T. Clark
Denise Collins
Harriet Crane

Maria Giese
Barbara Ginsberg
Christopher Greenleaf
Allegra Griffiths
Andrea Hecht
Kathryn Hilbert
Sarah Janssens
Janice Lamb

Mary Kay Long
Cindy MacNeill
Muireann O’Callaghan
Bergin O’Malley
Joseph Ripka
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol
Stonington Garden Club

Our Volunteers
We owe a big “thank you” to all our artist and other volunteers 
who came out every Sunday in July to make our Kids Summer 
Art Workshop possible: Karin Bastidas, Carmel Bourneuf, Sadie 
DeVore, Tom Frohnapfel, Barbara Ginsberg, Eva Leong, Vin 
Loiacono, Bunny O’Callahan, Muireann O’Callaghan, Bergin 
O’Malley, Dan Potter, and J.J. Tillinghast Sinton. And this year, 
we especially want to acknowledge the passing of the wonderful 
Juan O’Callahan, whose energy and enthusiasm began this pro-
gram six years ago.

All of our programming is made possible by the dedication of 
our volunteer advisory committees and office/event volunteers, as well as the many presenters 
who give us compelling lectures. As always, we extend our gratitude for their donated time 
and personal commitment to La Grua Center. 

BERGIN O’MALLEY



Financials
Income

Direct Contributions $ 162,790

Program Related Sales and Fees 34,342

Fundraisers (net) 8,256

TOTAL $ 205,388

Expenses

Payroll Expenses $ 111,365

Marketing & Support 15,445

Insurance & Office Related 12,315

Facility & Equipment 36,161

Programming 29,484

TOTAL $ 204,770 *

* Does not include depreciation of $29,393

Board of Directors and Staff
Paul Leeming, President
Barbara Timken, Vice President
Barbara Heuer, Treasurer
Muireann O’Callaghan, Secretary
Peter Castle
Harriet Crane
Sarah Janssens

Janice Lamb
Meg Raftis
Barbara Timken
Wick York
Lori Robishaw, Executive Director
Kelli Rocherolle, Program Director



Donors
We thank the following individual and business donors to the Annual Fund who 
make our programming possible with their financial support. The list also includes 
individuals who attended our winter and summer fundraising events. All donations 
to La Grua Center were made between the dates of July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017.

Anonymous
John and Grania Ackley III
Michael and Ann Adair
Adams & Associates
AHEPA New London 

Foundation, Inc.
Nelson and Dee Aldrich
John W. and  

Judith B. Alexander
Lou and Cindy Allyn
Luis and Sheila Alonso
Christine Anderson
Anita and  

Frederic P. Anderson
Frances C. Ashley
George Avery in memory of 

Dorothy Avery
Judith R. Bachmann
Norman R. Bailey and 

Shirley Johnson
Alan and Patience Banister
Brian and Carole Barnard
Anne Bartholet
Elizabeth Bartholet
Eric and Marybeth Bartholet
Scott and Lisa Tepper Bates
Robert Baum
Deborah Beal
Beth Black and Randy Bean
Wendy Benchley
Gary and Frankie Bennett
Anne and Alan Bentz
Bruce and Betsy Biddle
Bill and Natalie Billing
John Birkhoff
Douglass Bjorn
Alan and Ann Blanchard
Elliott and  

Ashley Blanchard
Mary Blanton
Neal and  

Jane Lassen Bobruff

Jenny Dixon and  
John Boone

Anne Bourne
Susan Bove
Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler
Betsy Wade and Jim Boylan
Wendy Bradford
Meg Raftis and  

Stillman Brown
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Meredith and Sylvia Brown
Jane Buffum
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Buffum, Jr.
Dodie Bump
Clay Burkhalter
Mary Burton
Sarene and Tom Byrne
Jeff and Lynn Callahan
Marie Jo De Maestri and 

Michael Campbell
Sharon Carlee
Betsy Carr
Robert Casey
Lee and Karen Cashman
Tom and Dorrit Castle
Peter and Deborah Castle
Jana and Robert Catuccio
Melvin Chalfen

Sam and Beth Chapin
Donald and  

Jane Charbonnier
Charles T. Clark
John and Julie Coduri
Virginia Cottrell-Colassano 

and Frank Colassano
Kathy and Tig Conger
Cove Ledge Beer,  

Wine & Spirits
Tony and Harriet Crane
Liane and Don Crawford
Elizabeth Lord and  

Curt Danforth
Kay and Dick Daniele
Laurel Butler and  

Chris Daniels
Philip and Alison Darrell
Dean A. Davis
Gerard and  

Marianne DeLuca
Edward and Deborah Dear
Lisa and Jay DeFanti
Tertius and Belinda DeKay
Dudley and  

Michael Del Balso
John and Laurie Deredita
Cornelia Dickinson
Barbara and Chris Dixon



Bill and Linda Dohrmann
Declan and Dorothy Doogan
Peter Doyle
Penelope Duckham
Judith G. DuPont
Lissa vanDyke
Richard and Denise Easton
J. Mark Renfrow and  

James Eckerle
David and Donna Elks
Carole and David Enfield
Frank and Monica Eppinger
Ingrid Feddersen
Henry and Susan Ferguson
Kierstan and Ben Field
Alice Fitzpatrick
John and Marcia Fix
Mary Wolf and William Fowler
Howard and Sandy Fromson
Bruce Ferguson and  

Kathleen Gaynor
Janet Gezari
Richard and  

Katherine Gildersleeve
The Gildersleeve/White Fund
Marc and Barbara Ginsberg
John Palmieri and  

Tristan Gorrindo
Kathryn Graham
David and Lucia Greenhouse
Geraldine Nager Griffin
William J. Griffin IV
Linda Grimes
John and Alice Groton
Grover Insurance
Mary Elliott Haders
Charles Hamm
Beth and Charles Harding
Bill and Sandy Hargreaves
Charles L. Hatton
Barbara Petty Heuer
Jack and Kathryn Hilbert
Jane and Charlie Hildreth
Muriel Hinkle
Tim Hogen
Ardis and Dick Holliday
Mohamad Homsi
Robin and Judith Honiss
Elizabeth Hopkins

Peyton Horne
Arthur Higbee and  

Alice Houston
Candace Howes in memory of 

Michael Blair
Mary E. Hughes
Dinda Elliott and Adi Ignatius
Barbara Nash and  

Donald Irion
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Jaeger
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Sarah Janssens
Jane Leipold and  

Robert H. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Johnstone
Alexander P. Karpinski
Eileen Kenny
Christopher Kepple
Karin Forde Whittemore and 

Peter Kepple
Rev. Valerie King
Chester Kitchings  

Family Foundation
Patricia Kitchings
Marie-Louise Knapp
Deborah Kotchen
Joell Kunath
Brooks and Anne La Grua
La Grua’s Store
Lucille Laccetti
John and Mary LaMattina
Hervie and Janice Lamb
Mr. G.F. Lane
Saren Langmann
James and Allison Larkin
Judith Larzelere
Kevin and Claudia Laxar
Margaret Leeming
Paul and Julia Leeming
David and Pamela Leeming
Archie and Diana Leslie
Jan and Susan Lindberg
Amanda Lindberg
Meg Lyons and Geoffrey Little
Bruce and Catherine Littman
Ann Lobdell
Betty K. Lombardo
Kate and Tim Love
BJ Gaynor and David Luce

Michael Schefers and  
Sibby Lynch

Sheila Lyons
Diane MacFadyen
Jan and Roberta MacGregor
Rita Madison
Stuart and Casey Malcolm
Rosemary Contin and  

John Malmros
Amanda and C. Griffith Mann
Harry and Susan Martin
Carol McBee
Kari McCabe and  

Nate McBride
Alexandra McCagg
Louise McCagg
Marija and John McCarthy
Kathy Calnen and  

Michael McKinley
Peter and Prudence Meehan
Dan and Jane S. Meiser
Cynthia Lichtenstein and 

Charles Miller
Sabine Moffett
The Montauk Foundation
Robert L. and  

Virginia P. Montgomery
Alexandra Moore
Thomas and Marguerite Moore
Dorothea Moore
Tom and Laura Moran
William B. Morris
Jessica Morrissey
Claire R. Morse
Scott and Caroline Muller
Fran Muller
Anne Navin
Noah’s Restaurant
Jennifer Norcross
Betsy Norman
O’Brien Goodman  

Family Fund
Tom Frohnapfel and  

Muireann O’Callaghan
Bunny O’Callahan
David Boyle and  

Bergin O’Malley
Cormac and Moira O’Malley
Tim and Joan O’Neill



Elizabeth A. Osha
Cynthia Palmer
Henry R. Palmer III
Francis and Joyce Pandolfi
Dorothy Papp
John and Deborah Papp
Daniel Pearson
Tony and Jane Pellegrini
Arthur and Helen Pendleton
Jane Percy
Sandra Pereira
Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips
Marcy Woolworth Porter
Marya Ursin and Dan Potter
Edward Purcell
David and Cheryl Purvis
Chris Zhang and James Quinn
Dan and Vicki Quinn
Ann and Paul Rath
Camilla Rees

Margaret Revill
Cynthia Elliott and  

R. Douglass Rice
Betty Richards
Margaret Luchars Richards
David Black and Anne Rivers
Michael and Julia Roberts
Kate Robinson
Alexander Roepers
Alan and Ginny Roessler
Mark Twiss and Sarah Rogovin
Chris and Rosemarie Rose
Kate V. Rugen
Saltwater Farm Vineyard
Tom and Candy Sanford
Carol and Edward Sauers
Robert and Susan Scala
Peter Schaffer
Deborah Schwell
Elaine and Peter Shallenberger
J.J. and Chris Sinton
W. Danny and Charlene Slaton
Steven and Liesbeth Slosberg
Kimberly Hoskins Smith
Hester and Ben Smith
Anne-Marie Smith
John Lawson and Joseph Smith
Edward and Elaine Smith
David Smith
Rosanne Simborksi and  

Michael Smyle
Martha Snyder
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol
Caroline Souter
Geraldine S. Spillane
Breck Perkins and Polly Spring
Gigi Bradford and Jim Stanford
Carla and Rowland Stebbins III

Rich and Liz Stern
Paul and Nina Stimson
Alexandra Stoddard
Stonington Garden Club
Mary M. Thacher
Barbara Corwin Timken
Peg Tumicki
John and Chris Turrentine
Anne and Joseph Twichell
Timothy and Suzanne Tyler
Mary Kay Long and  

Dennis Unites
Raymond A. Uzanas
Janet and Alan Vaskas
Peter and Elizabeth Viering
Norma McHoes Vyse
Beth Walker
Gus and Dea Warren
Patricia Watson
Joshua and Alejandra Welch
Virginia and Richard Welch
Lucy Werner
Bob & Sue Wesson
Emily N. Wharton
Arline and Buzz Whitaker
William White
Andrew Wilson
James and Karen Wittliff
Pam Profit Wohltman
Clem and Sally Wood
Andrew and Ellen Wormser
Eugene and Georgia York

We also thank the families 
of Shelley White and Juan 
O’Callahan, who named La 
Grua Center as a recipient of 
memorial gifts.

MYSTIC MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS

BETSY JAMES LOOKS AT HER MOTHER’S 
WAR LETTERS AND PHOTOS FROM 
FRANCE IN 1919



IN MEMORY OF  
SHELLEY WHITE
Gary and Frankie Bennett
Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Gina Booth
W. Murray Buttner
Peter and Deborah Castle
Laurel Butler and  

Chris Daniels
Richard and  

Katherine Gildersleeve
Andrea Greene
Dana and Sara Hewson
Karin Forde Whittemore and 

Peter Kepple
Joseph and Katherine Kirby
Briggs Larkin
Amanda Lindberg
Michael and Elaine Megrew
Dorothea Moore
Thomas and  

Marguerite Moore
Fanny Gray Pratt
Betty Richards
John and Polly Timken
Diana Urban
William and Priscilla Wilcox

IN MEMORY OF  
JUAN O’CALLAHAN
Chelsea Groton Bank
Sara and Bobby Clark
Melissa Greenhouse and 

Richard Deller

Melanie Delman
Ramona Delzer
Lee Foley
Greg and Mary Beth Frohnapfel
John and Alice Groton
Christopher Halldorson
Peter Kohlsaat
Marybridget Lambert
Diane MacFadyen
Catherine Palsa
Peter Scannell
William Sweeney
Bozena Szkudlarski

TWIST OF LEMMON WINTER 
FUNDRAISER SPONSORS
Dime Bank
Northeast Property Group

2017 STONINGTON SOUNDS 
SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SPONSORS
Gold—UBS; Silver—Yale 
New Haven Health – Law-
rence + Memorial Hospital 
and the Fishing Vessel Heritage 
and the Williams Family; 
Bronze—Dime Bank, Larkin 
Hoffman Attorneys, and the 
Water Street Cafe; and our 
Friends: A.K. Dasher Jewelry, 
Breakwater, Broad Street 
Kitchen, Clad In Clothing and 
Shoes Boutique, Cove Ledge 

Package Store, Dog Watch 
Cafe, Engine Room, Evergreen 
Building Systems-Fine Cus-
tom Homes, Michael McKin-
ley and Associates, Oyster 
Club, Stonington Consign to 
Design, and Velvet Vine.

MATCHING GIFTS
The following companies 
have matched the charitable 
donations their employees have 
made to La Grua Center: 
Charter Oak Credit Union
Dominion
Larkin, Hoffman, Daly & 

Lindgren Foundation
Pfizer 
UBS

While every effort has been made 
to ensure accuracy, please accept 
our sincere apology if there are 
any errors or omissions with your 
name. If your listing requires 
correction, please let us know.

STONINGTON BOROUGH CANDIDATES FORUM

lagruacenter.org


