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A Pause for Gratitude

This past year, wonders were pause for
inspiration outside, inside, and beyond
the walls of La Grua Center’s stone
foundry. You gathered for live jazz on the
lawn surrounded by fresh ocean breezes.
You mailed in postcards, painted and
collaged, from far and wide, to decorate
La Grua’s open doors. You shared Stories
of Resilience on Zoom and showed up in
person to learn from gallery exhibits.

La Grua’s north star is its mission to
engage community through arts and
culture, and from July 2020, to June
2021 we did just that. La Grua’s staff and
volunteer board and committees are so
grateful to make meaningful and relevant
opportunities for all to come together
and enjoy. We look forward to sharing
perspectives, creative expressions, and
moments that move us—the songs, the

stories, that pause between a piano’s last
note and the group’s applause.

In gratitude,

Muireann O’Callaghan and James P.
Quinn

Co-Presidents, Board of Directors




Snapshot

La Grua Center continues to present
programs and activities consistent with its
mission, vision, and guiding principles.

Last year we presented a wonderful mix

of performers, lecturers, and visual art-
ists—established and emerging—including
those furthering our diversity, equity, and
inclusion efforts towards race, ethnicity, and
a younger demo-
graphic. Examples
include nationally
recognized puppeteer
Pam Arciero; Pu-
litzer Prize-winning
journalist Connie
Schultz; 29-year-old
Costa Rican cellist
Gabriel Cabezas;
noted mystery writers
of color S.A. Cos-
by, Kellye Garrett,
and David Heska
Wanbli Weiden;
local author and
filmmaker Cormac
O’Malley; and the
wizard of artificial intelligence, Randy
Bean. Sponsored by the Stonington Village
Improvement Association, La Grua held
amazing outdoor summer concerts on The
Green at Stonington Commons and on the
lawn of Wadawanuck Square.

There is an abiding affinity for classical
music at La Grua Center; and our Music
Matters series continues to be popular and
exceptional. Guided by Christopher Green-
leaf and a music committee; we brought ten
classical and jazz performances to our au-
dience. Prominent performers included the
duo, Stephanie & Saar, on our two grand
pianos. This series is complemented by our
More Music sessions which feature per-
formances by contemporary musicians and

vocalists, like the Jim Hunter Jazz Trio.

La Grua’s gallery is in constant use to
showcase a wide variety of visual arts and
exhibitions. Our annual Stonington Artists
show was presented virtually on Facebook.
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our gallery.
The stresses of the pandemic were artistical-
ly expressed in the ARCLove show during
the winter. The work of Hispanic artists was
celebrated in a show brought to La Grua
by Expressiones Cultural Center. Our
“hands-on” Mail-In Postcard Art Project
enabled La Grua to connect to our regional
community, as well as people throughout
the country, and as far away as Croatia.
The “Stories of Resilience: Encountering
Racism” series about the personal experi-
ences of local Blacks in the Great Migration
were amplified by a wonderful exhibit.
Beautifully curated by Lincoln Norton, the
show about his father, the Renaissance man,
Thomas A. Norton, was very popular.

We continued our commitment to
youth by presenting our annual Youth Arts
Workshops on our YouTube Channel with
the help of our Youth Advisory Committee
and the volunteer artists. Earth Day was
celebrated by our younger audience with
a variety of instructional YouTube videos
about things like building birdhouses and a
“Bug Hotel.”



Partnership and the Publlc

Establishing partnerships and joint program-
ming with other arts and cultural organiza-
tions remains an important part of La Grua’s
efforts. Our alliances include the Mystic Film
Festival for the performance of student films;
planning for joint programming with Con-
necticut Early Music; the U.S. Coast Guard
Band for community concerts; the Ocean
Community Chamber of Commerce for

the production of the “Stonington Pop-Up
Book;” The Day; planning for joint pro-
gramming with the United Theatre; outCT;
The Yellow Farmhouse; and collaborating
with the Stonington Harbor Yacht Club for
outdoor music and other events.

We’re getting noticed. La Grua press
coverage in the last year included interviews on
WCRI classical radio’s Conducting Conver-
sations with Mike Maino, with Rona Mann

on Mann About Town on WBLQ, and on
Facebook Live with the Beat Team from the
Frank Olean Center, an organization that
works with individuals who are developmen-
tally or intellectually challenged. Newspaper
features included pieces on Pam Arciero in The
Westerly Sun, and the racism and religion panel
in The Day. The Westerly Sun also featured
photos of the audience at the Latin Essence
Jazz Group concert.

Views, Seats, and Numbers

As a result of the pandemic, live events were
curtailed for most of the year. Nonetheless,
La Grua Center made significant efforts
toward producing virtual programming and
ticketing revenue options. As a side benefit,
these virtual activities enabled us to sig-
nificantly grow our online community and

create a retrievable library of programs. All
of our Music Matters classical performances
were recorded and are available on our You-
Tube channel, together with our “Kids Art”
programs. About 1,800 “real” people sat in
our seats last year, while almost 5,400 people
viewed our programs online.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Our board and volunteers form a collage of
diversity. Our wonderful differences touch
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, income
levels, and more. Targeted DEI efforts by La
Grua Center include sessions with the newly
established New London Arts Council, and
the Southeastern Connecticut Cultural Co-
alition’s PULSE initiative for young creatives
in the region, particularly New London-based
Black and Latinx artists. Our outreach to the

Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut
about their exhibition “Stories of Resil-
ience: Encountering Racism” resulted in a
three-segment panel discussion at La Grua.
We participated in the annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Scholarship Dinner, and an an-
ti-racism statement was added to our website.
La Grua’s sponsorship of New London Pride
highlights our alignment with the LGBT

community.



Grants and Funding

The past year saw a large increase in funding
from grants. La Grua Center received its first
grants from: Sustaining Organizations grant
from the CT Office of the Arts for $4,900;
Dominion Energy in support of the Stories
of Resilience: Encountering Racism
exhibit and panel discussions for $2,000;
and the Chelsea Groton Bank Foundation
for $2,500 to support updating of building
systems. We received several COVID-related
grants, including: $5,000 from The Edward

and Mary Lord Foundation, $1,000 from
the SECT Cultural Coalition Econom-

ic Recovery Fund, and $1,500 from the
Ocean Community Chamber Foundation.
As part of the CARES Act, we received

a second $25,000 Paycheck Protection
Program loan that was forgiven at the end

of June. Through the Connecticut COVID
Relief for the Arts Fund, La Grua also
received $38,000

Our Volunteers

Along with our volunteer Board of Directors, who serve on various board committees, our
programming is also made possible by the dedication of our committees and volunteers, as well
as the many speakers who give us compelling talks. We also thank former board members who
remain engaged by serving on board committees. As always, we extend our gratitude to all of
the following for their donated time and personal commitment to La Grua Center.

EVENT AND FUNDRAISER VOLUNTEERS

Douglass Bjorn PROGRAM COMMITTEE Barbara Ginsberg
Harriet Crane Kia Baird Karli Hendrickson
Lori Dyer Jessica Cerullo Hanna Hong
Tom Frohnapfel Bryan Jackson Eva Leong
BJ Gaynor Mary Kay Long Vincent Liocano
Barbara Heuer Jessica Maloney Hadleigh Payer
Sarah Janssens Betty Anne Reiter Dan Potter
Jude Larzel.ere. MUSIC COMMITTEE Dav1d' Schulz
Stephen Loikith Daniel Brandl J.J. Stinton
Mary Kay Long anie’ braf
Lauren Lvons Betsy Carr FACILITIES COMMITTEE
Cind My Neill Charles Clark Tom Frohnapfel

yace Christopher Greenleaf Wick York
Regan Morse Elena Zamolodchikova
Muireann O’Callaghan S STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

) Christine McMasters
Beatrice Palmer Lauren Vossler
Nancy Potter YOUTH PROGRAM COMMITTEE Emerson Baltrukonis
Lucia Sokol Barbara Ginsberg VOLUNTEERS FROM
Manju Soni Maria Batlle

ORGANIZATIONS
Mary Grace Sponn Rebekah Kepple Stoni Garden Club
Bill Sponn Muireann O’Callaghan ronngron tharden A
Barbara Timken : 8 Stonington High School
arbara ¢ Deidre Toole Yellow Farmhouse Education

Deidre Toole . .
FEric \Wang ARTIST VOLUNTEERS CenterCmdy MacNeill

Trish Watson Karin Bastidas



Financials

Income

Direct Contributions: $178,723
Grants: $56,549
B rundraiser: $32.630
[ | Program Sales and Fees: 10,926
B PP Income: $25,000
I Misc. Income: $1,195

TOTAL: $305,023

Expenses

Salaries and Benefits: $138,397
B Marketing and Support: $24,076
[ | Non-personnel Expenses: $20,153
B Facility and Equipment: $47,515
Insurance and Office: 9,078
[ | Programming: $16,503
Misc. Expenses: $928
N Depreciation: $29,409

TOTAL: $286,059

Board of Directors and Staff

Board of Directors and Staff James Eckerle

Muireann O’Callaghan, Co-President BJ Gaynor

James P. Quinn, Co-President Paul Halferty

Barbara Heuer, Secretary Manju Soni

Beth Black, 7reasurer Sharon Lynch

Phylicia Adams Regan Morse

Daniel Brandl Lori Robishaw, Executive Director

Mary Anne Butler Kelli Rocherolle, Programs Director



Donors

We thank the following donors to the Annual Fund who make our programming
possible with their financial support. All donations to La Grua Center were made to
the Annual Fund between the dates of July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021.

ANNUAL FUND DONORS FROM 07/01/2020 TO 06/30/2021

DONORS ($10,000.00+) Paul and Julia Leeming Amanda Lindberg
Anonymous Diana and Archie Leslie Stuart and Casey Malcolm
Meg Raftis and Stillman BJ Gaynor and David Luce ~ Alexandra McCagg
Brown Marija and John McCarthy  Peter J. and
Kitchings Family David Smith Prudence F. Meehan
Foundation TomKat Foundation Penelope Miller
Montauk Foundation Wright and
($1,000.00 TO $2,499.00) Anna Maria Palmer
($5,000.00 TO $9,999.00)  Alice Fund Peter Reinhardt
Peter and Deborah Castle  Frances C. Ashley Jim Eckerle and
Barbara and Marc Ginsberg  Beth Black and Randy Bean ~ Mark Renfrow
The Gildersleeve/White Anne Fix and Tom and Candy Sanford
Fund Kevin Bowdler Eugene and Georgia York
James Quinn and Sam and Beth Chapin
Chris Zhang Liane and Don Crawford ~ ($500.00 TO $999.00)
Dorothy and John W. and
($2,500.00 TO $4,999.00) Declan Doogan Judith B. Alexander
Marggie Slichter Blake and Mary Wolf and Tom and Dorrit Castle
Benson Blake William Fowler Christopher and
Charles T. Clark Susan and John Fullerton Barbara Dixon
Harriet and Tony Crane Jordan Elliott and Sandy Fromson
Dudley and Lynne Griffin Barbara Heuer
Michael Del Balso William J. Griffin IV Linda and Marley Hodgson

Christopher Greenleaf Deborah and Peter Lamm  Dan and Jane Meiser

LA GRUA CENTER
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Jessica D. Morrissey

Claire R. Morse

Tom Frohnapfel and Muireann
O’Callaghan

Cormac O’Malley

Gillian Patrick

Daniel C. and
Melissa J. Verdier

Beth Walker

($250.00 TO $499.00)
John and Grania Ackley I1I
Ann and Michael Adair
Phylicia and
Antoine Adams
AHEPA New London
Foundation, Inc
ASA Environmental Products,
Inc.
Annette Born
Daniel and Kathryn Brandl
Randy Brooks
Josephine R. Bump
Jeff and Lynn Callahan
Michele and
John Delmhorst
Eileen and Dene Dobensky
Greg Smith and
Deborah Dodds
Penelope Duckham
Pam and Jim Elesh
Adi Ignatius and
Dinda Elliott
Thomas and Evelyn Gezo
David and
Lucia Greenhouse
Susan Clapp and
Chatles Hatton
Timothy Hogen
Elizabeth Hopkins
Peyton C. Horne
Mary E. Hughes
Daniel Kurganov
Anne La Grua In Memory of
Brooks B. La Grua
Saren Langmann
Bruce and
Catherine Littman
Kate and Tim Love

-

Steve and Judy Martin
Dorothea Moore
O’Brien Goodman Family Fund
Dorothy H. Papp
Sharon Lynch and

Peter Perenyi
Margaret Perkinson
Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips
Cheryl and David Purvis
Brett and Donna Quinion
Margaret Luchars Richards
Leslie Roach
Anne-Marie Smith
Lucia Sokol
Manju and Paresh Soni
Stonington Harbor Yacht Club
Anne M. Goodrich Twichell
Mary Kay Long and

Dennis Unites
Vivien Von Walstrom
Stephen and Bernadette Wade
Harry and Liz White
Andrew Wilson
Clem and Sally Wood

($100.00 TO $249.00)
Joseph Alchermes

Alan and Patience Banister
Carole Barnard

Anne Bartholet

— ]l Ted and Diana Beck

Bertrand Bell ITT
Ginny Bitting
Douglass Bjorn
Ashley and Elliott Blanchard
Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Jenny Dixon and John Boone
James Boylan
Marcie and Howard Brensilver
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Jane Buffum
David and Kathryn Burchenal
Clay Burkhalter
Mary Anne and John Butler
Michael McKinley and
Kathy Calnen
Betsy Carr
Jane and Don Charbonnier
John and Julie Coduri
Virginia and Frank Colassano
Richard and Lois Cole
Susan Connell
Marie Cox
Kay and Dick Daniele
Dean A. Davis
Tertius and Belinda De Kay
Arthur M. and
Wynne P. Delmhorst
Cornelia Dickinson
Judith G. DuPont
Richard and Denise Easton
Abigail Evans
Barbara Gildersleeve
Richard and Koko Gildersleeve
Alex and Hartford Gongaware
Andrea Greene
Mary Elliott Haders
Bill Hargreaves
Hidden Creek Men’s Golf
Association
Ardis and Dick Holliday
Robin and Judi Honiss
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Sarah Janssens
Philip and Elizabeth Johnstone
Jessica and John Kam
Karin Forde Whittemore and
Peter Kepple
Steve Grover and Cathy Klein



Deborah Kotchen
Laurie Cameron and
Rick Larkin
David and Pamela Leeming
Susan Lindberg

Meg Lyons and Geoffrey Little

Sheila Lyons

Diane MacFadyen

Rita Madison

Beth Pite and Paul McCary

Andreas and Janis Mink

Carter Holliday and
Alexandra Moore

Sandy Murray

Minor and Eliza Myers

John and Joan O’Brien

Louise O’Callahan

Joan and Tim O’Neill

Elizabeth A. Osha

Cynthia R. Palmer

Gerry Klender and
Dennis Palmer

Joyce and Francis Pandolf

John and Julia Parry

Anthony and Jane Pellegrini

Jane Percy

Robert Pittaway

Ed Purcell

Dan and Vicki Quinn

Cynthia Elliott and

R. Douglass Rice
Betty Richards
David Black and Anne Rivers
Rosemarie and Chris Rose
Corinne Rossi
Peter and Eleanor Schaffer
Lottie B. Scott
J.J. and Chris Sinton
Alex Slater
Hester and Ben Smith
Martha Snyder
Geraldine S. Spillane
Jeffrey Sprouse
Gigi Bradford and Jim Stanford
Carla and Rowland Stebbins III
Alexandra Stoddard
John and Chris Turrentine
Raymond A. Uzanas
Lee Vincent

Virginia and Richard Welch

o, saE "

Joe and Kirby Williams
Andrew and Ellen Wormser

(UNDER $100)
Yvette Baeu
Chauncey and
Natalie Bartholet
Elizabeth Bartholet
Wendy Benchley
Bill and Natalie Billing
Tucker and Sandy Bragdon
Lynn Anderson and
David Brierley
M] and Alan Brush
Charlie and Ann Buffum
Sharon Carlee
Lee Cashman
Curt and Betsie Danforth



Laurel Butler and Chris

Daniels
James Davis
Marianne De Luca
Edward and Deborah Dear
Lisa and Jay DeFanti
Helen DePersia
Linda Dohrmann
David and Donna Elks
Harry and Susie Ferguson
Dick and Cheryl Ferris
Jerome and Christine Fischer
Marcia Fix
Sandra Gensemer
Maggy Gilbert
Linda Grimes
Priscilla Griscom
John and Alice Groton
Micayla Hall
Jesse Diggs and

Marylys Jackson
Graham Jeffrey

—

Eileen Kenny
Nick and Noreen Kepple
G.F. Lane

| Judith Larzelere

Douglas and Evelynn Lyons
Valentina Marchenkoff
Sally McBee
Jeffrey Andersen and
Maureen McCabe
Jan and Gus Miller
Miracles at Work
Sabine Moffett
Barbara Morrison
Bergin O’Malley
Henry R. Palmer III
Jonathan Parsons
Jim and Mary Pendergast
Marya Ursin and Dan Potter
Alan and Ginny Roessler
Jessica Cerullo and
David Schulz
Deborah Schwell
Karla Sigler
Steven Slosberg
Joseph W. Smith
Rosanne and Michael Smyle
Caroline Souter
Rich and Liz Stern
Timothy Tyler and
Suzanne Tyler
Ruth Saunders and
Jonathan White
Sage and Thomas Williams

CONCERT/LECTURE

SPONSORS

Christopher Greenleaf

Stonington Village
Improvement Association

MATCHING GIFTS

The following companies have
matched the charitable do-
nations their employees have
made to La Grua Center.
Dominion Energy

Phizer

UBS

While every effort has been
made to ensure accuracy, please
accept our sincere apology if
there are any errors or omissions
with your name. If your listing
requires correction, please let

us know.
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