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A Destination for All 
Dear Friends,
If you pass La Grua Center and continue 
down Water Street, you’ll arrive where 
the Borough meets the sea, “The Point.”  
Like La Grua Center, it’s one of the best 
things about living around here. One is a 
destination for beauty in nature, and the 
other is a destination for wonderful arts and 
culture. But they’re similar because they’re 
both places for people to experience, reflect, 
enjoy, and join together.

The Point attracts visitors from 
everywhere just as La Grua Center’s events 
bring people from all our surrounding 
communities. Some of them you know, 
some of them you don’t; but they are all 
neighbors once they’ve gathered. At The 
Point they are drawn by the enormity of 
the ocean as it hits the horizon in the same 
way that La Grua Center draws them with 

its breadth of concerts, exhibitions, and 
lectures. Imagination lives in these open 
and inviting places where friends connect in 
shared experiences.

During the last year, our new Executive 
Director, Daniel Brandl, worked with our 
Program Director, Kelli Rocherolle, as 
they collaborated with a dynamic board 
and energetic volunteers. It was a year of 
successes. As you read this Annual Report, 
we hope you’ll see that we achieved our 
mission “to engage community through 
arts and culture,” and that a visit to La 
Grua Center rewards like a visit to The 
Point. It’s one of the best things about 
living around here.

Thanks for your continued support,
James P. Quinn
President, Board of Directors

HOPE VALLEY VOLUNTEERS PERFORMING AT A MUSIC MATTERS CONCERT WITH PARTIAL VIEW OF LOBBY REDESIGN BY 
LOCAL ARCHITECT JULIA LEEMING.



Snapshot 
La Grua Center welcomed back the community 
with live in-person concerts, lectures, and art 
exhibitions consistent with our mission, vision, 
and guiding principles. Our Music Matters 
series celebrated its 12th year with exceptional 
performances by The Hope Valley Volunteers, 
Shannon and Matt Heaton, Sophie et 
Adam, Peregrine Road, and Duo Orfeo. We 
showcased several pianists including Misuzu 
Tanaka, Wynona Wang, Michael Bahmann, 
Duo Stephanie & Saar, Olga Vinokur, 
Judith Gordon, Eric Clark, and Jiayan Sun.

We had even more music that offered 
new perspectives like Cedric Mayfield and 
Epitome, singer/songwriter Jesse Terry, 
and the Mike Casey Jazz Trio. Sponsored 
by the Stonington Village Improvement 
Association, we held outdoor concerts at 
Stonington Commons and Wadawanuck 
Square featuring Revell Carr, Ms. Bergin, 
Ed Fast & Conga Bop, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Band.

We highlighted the military in 
Southeastern Connecticut with Kevin “Red 
Eagle” Brown, Robert Howard Jr., and 
Vice Admiral Sandra Stosz. Our food series 
featured Sift Bake Shop’s Adam Young, 
RD86 Space’s Hannah Gant, Stonington 
Kelp Company’s Suzie Flores, and Whitecrest 

Eatery’s Johan 
Jensen and 
Abbey Hemman. 
Four Beacons: Art 
& Social Practice, 
a performative 
lecture, served as 
an introduction 
to the local living 
archive project 
The Ships in the 

Night. The play People Like Us with Artreach, 
Inc., Emma Palzere-Rae, and Elijah 
Manning sparked community discussion 
around diversity, inclusion, and systemic 
racism. A Virtual Writing Workshop with 
Jessica Cerullo supported the creative writing 
community and Jonathan Taplin discussed 
his memoir, The Magic Years: Scenes from a 
Rock-and-Roll Life.

La Grua Center’s walls were filled with 
a variety of visual arts. Talented artists 
from Stonington, Mystic, and Pawcatuck 
exhibited at our Annual Stonington Artists 
show. The New, Used, & Unfriendly exhibit 
from Jamaican born artist Roshane 
Stephenson took a closer look at America 
in 2020, with comments on politics, the 
pandemic, and other social issues. Friend of La 
Grua Center Marija McCarthy and other 



artists presented A Mix of Oil & Water.  Our 
partnership with OutCT and curators Edwin 
Ivey and Amy Hannum celebrated many of the 
talented LGBTQ+ artists in our area with 
Coming Out for Art. Students from high schools 
including Stonington, Westerly, Wheeler, and 
Fitch, inspired us with the Celebrating Our 
Region’s Emerging Artists exhibit. Our Postcard 
Art Project connected us to the regional 
community and complemented our emerging 
artists. In the award-winning exhibit I’ ll Follow 
the Sun, photographs from Shelley Lawrence 
Kirkwood helped usher in spring and made an 
excellent backdrop for our Soirée.

We continued our commitment to children 
with four Youth Art Workshops during the 
holidays, Earth Day, and summer. Talented 
artists from Public Art for Racial Justice 
Education (PARJE), Hispanic Alliance of 
Southeastern Connecticut, and Expressiones 
Cultural Center shared their expertise with 
young budding artists at our first Halloween 
& Dia de los Muertos workshop. With the 
Ocean Community Chamber of Commerce 
and the Town of Stonington, we offered a 
free children’s workshop where over twenty 
buoys were painted for the annual Stonington 
Lobster Trap Tree.

By the Numbers
Despite the pandemic, we presented 18 in-
person concerts; 15 lectures, films, and panel 
discussions, together with another 10 from 
our neighboring nonprofits; 7 art exhibitions; 
our 12th annual Fine Art & Craft Show/Sale; 
4 youth art workshops; and 3 weekly music, 

drum, and dance classes—welcoming nearly 
5,000 visitors through our doors. More than 
7,300 people viewed our online programs on 
La Grua Center’s YouTube channel.

Partnership
We continue to value and build upon our 
important relationships with our closest 
neighbors—the Stonington Free Library, 
the Stonington Historical Society, James 
Merrill House, the Stonington Garden 
Club, and the Mystic Film Festival, which 
all regularly use our space for their public 
programming. We collaborate with the 
Stonington Harbor Yacht Club and SVIA 
for outdoor music and other events. We are 
active members of Stonington Nonprofits, the 
Stonington Borough Merchants Association, 
and the Cultural Coalition, as well as our 
three closest chambers of commerce—Greater 
Mystic, Ocean Community, and Eastern 
Connecticut. 

Grants and Funding
The past fiscal year La Grua Center received a 
Connecticut Cultural Fund Operating Support 
Grant and a Quick Grant from Connecticut 
Humanities; a General Operating Support 
for Theaters and Performing Groups Grant, a 
Supporting Arts Grant, and a Connecticut Arts 
Endowment Fund Grant from Connecticut 
Office of the Arts; a grant from the Ocean 
Community Chamber Foundation; a grant 
from the Dominion Energy Charitable 



Foundation in support of our Food, Fitness, 
and Fun series; and support from the Chelsea 

Groton Foundation for the updating of 
our building. Our Summer Soirée sponsors 
included Cove Ledge Beer, Wine and Spirits, 
UBS Long River Wealth Management, 
DDM Metering Systems, Inc., Dime Bank, 
Waller Smith & Palmer, Yale New Haven 
Health-Lawrence + Memorial Hospital, 
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union, Charter 
Oak Scanning, Grover Insurance, Helen 
Moore, Lucia Johnstone, and Pappas/
MacDonnell.

Our Volunteers
Along with our dedicated Board of Directors, who serve on various board committees, our 
programming and events are made possible by the diverse group of volunteers who serve on 
committees to staff (Music, Programs, Youth, Facilities) and as event/office volunteers. We also 
thank former board members who remain engaged by serving on board committees. As always, 
we extend our gratitude to all the following for their donated time and personal commitment to 
La Grua Center.

EVENT AND FUNDRAISER VOLUNTEERS
Ann Baldelli
Annette Bienkowski
Douglass Bjorn
Beth Black
Harriet Crane
Diane de Mailly
Helen Depersia
Lori Dyer
Tom Frohnapfel
BJ Gaynor
Barbara Heuer
Sarah Janssens
Lucia Johnstone
Jude Larzelere
Stephen Loikith
Lauren Lyons
Mary Kay Long
Cindy MacNeill
Jessica Maloney
Helen Moore
Regan Morse
Sandy Murray
Muireann O’Callaghan
Beatrice Palmer
Dennis Palmer
Nancy Potter
Joan Rowley
Lucia Sokol
Manju Soni

Bill Sponn
Mary Grace Sponn
Barbara Timken
Deidre Toole
Susan Voorhees
Eric Wang
Brandon Watson
Trish Watson
PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Kia Baird
Jessica Cerullo
Bryan Jackson
Mary Kay Long
Jessica Maloney
Betty Anne Reiter
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Betsy Carr
Charles Clark
Christopher Greenleaf 
Christine McMasters
Ted Mook
Elena Zamolodchikova
YOUTH PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Barbara Ginsberg
Maria Batlle
Rebekah Kepple
Deidre Toole

ARTIST VOLUNTEERS
Karin Bastidas
Barbara Ginsberg
Karli Hendrickson
Hanna Hong
Eva Leong
Vincent Liocano
Hadleigh Payer
Dan Potter
David Schulz
J.J. Stinton
FACILITIES COMMITTEE
Tom Frohnapfel
Anne Wynne
Wick York
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS
Lauren Vossler
Emerson Baltrukonis
VOLUNTEERS FROM
ORGANIZATIONS
Expressiones Cultural Center
Stonington Garden Club
Hispanic Alliance of 

Southeastern Connecticut
Public Art for Racial Justice 

Education (PARJE)
Stonington High School



Income

Direct Contributions: $166,419 (49%)
Fundraiser: $74,824 (22%)
Grants: $50,350 (15%)
Program Sales and Fees: $46,876 (14%)

TOTAL: $338,469

Expenses

Program: $229,237 (79%)
Management and General: $39,870 (14%)
Fundraising: $20,753 (7%)

TOTAL: $289,860

Financials

The Board of Directors consists of passionate individuals who are involved in supporting 
our programs, mission, and future. We are proud to have a 100% giving board, with each 
board member donating to our programs and events every year.

Board of Directors and Staff
James P. Quinn, President
Phylicia Adams, Vice President
Manju Soni, Secretary
Beth Black, Treasurer
Mary Anne Butler
BJ Gaynor
Paul Halferty

Rebekah Kepple
Sharon Lynch
Regan Morse
Anne Wynne
Daniel Brandl, Executive Director
Kelli Rocherolle, Program Director



Donors
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors to the Annual Fund who make our 
programming possible with their financial support. All gifts to La Grua Center were made 
to the Annual Fund between the dates of July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.

ANNUAL FUND

($10,000+)

Anonymous
Meg Raftis and Stillman 

Brown
Montauk Foundation

($5,000 — $9,990)

Marggie Slichter Blake and 
Benson Blake

Barbara and Marc Ginsberg
James P. Quinn and Chris 

Zhang

($2,500 — $4,999)

Elizabeth Black and  
Randy Bean

Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler
Charles T. Clark
Harriet and Tony Crane
Diane De Mailly
Dudley and Michael Del 

Balso
Mikel and Donni Halvorson
Diana and Archie Leslie
Stuart and Casey Malcolm
Pledgeling Foundation
David M. Smith
TomKat Foundation

($1,000 — $2,499)

John W. and Judith B. 
Alexander

Frances C. Ashley
Peter and Deborah Castle
Sam and Beth Chapin
Liane and Don Crawford
Dorothy and Declan Doogan
Mary Wolf and William 

Fowler
Susan and John Fullerton
Peyton C. Horne
Deborah and Peter Lamm
Ann Lobdell
BJ Gaynor and David Luce
Dan and Jane Meiser
Laura and Tom Moran
Claire R. Morse
Ocean Community Chamber 

Foundation
Wright and Anna Maria 

Palmer
Verna MacCornack and Keith 

Roberts
Chuck and Deborah Royce
Tom and Candy Sanford
Victor Sitty
The Gildersleeve/White Fund

($500 — $999)

Tom and Dorrit Castle
Christopher and Barbara 

Dixon
Edmund F. Egan Memorial 

Fund
Anne Wynne and Chris 

Errichetti
David and Lucia Greenhouse
Barbara Heuer
Wendy Davies and Walter 

Johnsen
John and Mary LaMattina
Alexandra McCagg
Caroline and Scott Muller
Sheila Rock and Lincoln 

Norton
Sharon Lynch and Peter 

Perenyi
Julia and Mike Roberts
Penelope Miller and Victor 

Sitty
Manju and Paresh Soni
Kim and Mark Spano
Daniel C. and Melissa J. 

Verdier
Susan Voorhees
Eugene and Georgia York



($250 — $499)

Ann and Michael Adair
ASA Environmental Products, 

Inc.
Annette Born
Randy Brooks
Josephine R. Bump
Mary Anne and John Butler
Eileen and Dene Dobensky
David and Lori Dyer
Mark and Connie Egan
Adi Ignatius and Dinda Elliott
Meredith Fischer
Bill Hargreaves
Susan Clapp and Charles 

Hatton
Elizabeth Hopkins
Mary E. Hughes
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Robert Johnson
Deborah Kotchen
Bruce and Catherine Littman
Steve and Judy Martin
Dorothea Moore
Sandy Murray
Dorothy H. Papp
Gillian Patrick
Margaret Perkinson
Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips

Margaret Luchars Richards
Leslie Roach
Mark Twiss and Sarah Rogovin
Martha Snyder
Paul and Nina Stimson
Anne M. Goodrich Twichell
Janet McClendon and Alan 

Vaskas
Harry and Liz White
Andrew Wilson
Clem and Sally Wood
Edward York

($100 — $249)

John and Grania Ackley III
Phylicia and Antoine Adams
Joseph Alchermes
Laurie Allen
Alan and Patience Banister
Carole Barnard
Anne Bartholet
Elizabeth Bartholet
Ted and Diana Beck
Ginny Bitting
Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Mary Boyer
Marcie and Howard Brensilver
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Jeff and Lynn Callahan

Michael McKinley and Kathy 
Calnen

Betsy Carr
Jane and Don Charbonnier
John and Julie Coduri
Richard and Lois Cole
Marie Cox
Kay and Dick Daniele
Dean A. Davis
Alice Despard
Linda Dohrmann
Lissa van Dyke
Richard and Denise Easton
Carole and David Enfield
Dick and Cheryl Ferris
Sandra Sharr and Marc A. 

Fishbone
Margaret Frisch
Barbara Gildersleeve
Richard and Koko Gildersleeve
Alex and Hartford Gongaware
Andrea Greene
Robin and Judi Honiss
Arthur Higbee and Alice 

Houston
Alfred Ingulli
Sarah Janssens
Karin Forde Whittemore and 

Peter Kepple



Bekah Kepple and Morgan King
Steve Grover and Cathy Klein
Anne La Grua
Saraellen Langmann
Laurie Cameron and Rick 

Larkin
Amanda Lindberg
Susan Lindberg
Meg Lyons and Geoffrey Little
Rita Madison
Donald McBride
Marija and John McCarthy
Christine McMasters
Jan and Gus Miller
Carter Holliday and Alexandra 

Moore
David Moore
Jennifer O’Brien
John and Joan O’Brien
Tom Frohnapfel and Muireann 

O’Callaghan
Louise and Maria O’Callahan
Cormac O’Malley

Joan and Tim O’Neill
Cynthia R. Palmer
Gerry Klender and Dennis 

Palmer
Joyce and Francis Pandolfi
Anthony and Jane Pellegrini
Denise Pierson
Susan Gallick and Jonathan Post
Grace Smith and Edward 

Purcell
Bob and Mary Reed
Cynthia Elliott and R. Douglass 

Rice
Anne Rivers
Robert and Susan Scala
Peter and Eleanor Schaffer
Elaine and Peter Shallenberger
J.J. and Chris Sinton
Hester and Ben Smith
Kathleen and Larry Snoddon
Shau-Wen Lucia Sokol
Gigi Bradford and Jim Stanford
Mary M. Thacher

Raymond A. Uzanas
Joshua and Alejandra Welch
Richard and Virginia Welch
John and Lucy Werner
Sandra Wheeler
Andrew and Ellen Wormser

(UNDER $100)

Yvette Nachmias Baeu
Wendy Benchley
Bill and Natalie Billing
Wayne Boettner
Charlie and Ann Buffum
Jane Buffum
Joan Cannamela
Sharon Carlee
Mayo Margaret and James H. 

Chase
Curt and Betsie Danforth
Marianne De Luca
Lisa and Jay DeFanti
Judith G. DuPont
David and Donna Elks
Harry and Susie Ferguson
Constantine Finehouse
AmazonSmile Foundation
Sandra Gensemer
Maggy Gilbert
Geraldine Nager Griffin
Priscilla Griscom
John and Alice Groton
Micayla Hall
Nancy Hatfield
Mohamad Homsi
Graham Jeffrey
Eileen Kenny
G.F. Lane
Judith Larzelere
Monica and William Lynders
Valentina Marchenkoff
Sally McBee
Jeffrey Andersen and Maureen 

McCabe
Cynthia Lichtenstein and 

Charles Miller
Sabine Moffett
Jonathan Parsons
Kayla Hedman and Konrad 

Poznanski



William Reed
Alan and Ginny Roessler
Deborah Schwell
Steven Slosberg
Rosanne and Michael Smyle
Rich and Liz Stern
Timothy Tyler and Suzanne 

Tyler
Norma McHoes Vyse

IN MEMORIAM, HONOR, AND 
SUPPORT

In Memory of  
Clement L. Despard

Alice Despard
In Memory of David Black
Anonymous
Laurie Allen

Andrew Black
Steven Black
David Black
Alexander Black
Jennifer Crumpley
Bryan Emerson
Lucy Fellowes
Michael Fine
Francine Godet
Laurence Green
Kathleen Hankinson
Peyton C. Horne
Judith Jadow
Sarah Janssens
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Sophy Jenkins
Amanda Lindberg
Claire R. Morse
Mikael Salovaara
Ruth Scheuer
Martha Snyder
Sandra Wheeler
In Memory of 

Diane L. MacFadyen
Diane De Mailly
Edmund F. Egan Memorial 

Fund
In Memory of Juan O’Callahan
Louise and Maria O’Callahan

In Memory of  
Marcia Huhn Lane

G.F. Lane
In Memory of  

Maurice and Winifred La Grua
Anne La Grua

CONCERT/LECTURE SPONSORS

Anonymous
Betsy Carr
Dominion Energy
Christopher Greenleaf
Connecticut Humanities
Stonington Village 

Improvement Association

MATCHING GIFTS

The following companies 
have matched the charitable 
donations their employees have 
made to La Grua Center:
Charter Oak Federal Credit 

Union
Dominion Energy
Pfizer 

While every effort has been made 
to ensure accuracy, please accept 
our sincere apology if there are 
any errors or omissions with your 
name. If your listing requires 
correction, please let us know.

C
O

V
E

R
: M

O
T
IO

N
, B

Y
 S

A
R

A
H

 B
L

A
IR

lagruacenter.org


