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A Creative Community
Creative people think creatively. This principle has been a cornerstone of La Grua 

Center’s success. The creative vision of Wynne La Grua, along with a handful of dedicated 
community members, sparked the founding of this organization 16 years ago. Today, our 
success is not only a testament to that original vision but also to the unwavering support of 
the entire La Grua community.

In this annual report, I am delighted to share the myriad ways our organization has 
continued to evolve over the past year. As the arts sector recovers from the pandemic, 
with audiences still below pre-pandemic levels, we are particularly proud of our 
innovative approaches to engaging the community and expanding our reach. Our virtual 
programming reached over 4,000 viewers and our outdoor concerts brought together 
intergenerational audiences. We have harnessed our creative potential and maintained 

artistic excellence while growing our 
impact.

This year, La Grua Center presented 
more than 150 artists, musicians, and 
speakers, offering a diverse range of 
performances, exhibitions, talks, and 
workshops. Our Youth Art Workshops 
and family music programs captivated 
the youngest in our community and our 
third annual Emerging Artists Exhibit 
showcased the talented high school artists 

in our region. Through our programming, we served over 8,000 people in Stonington 
and beyond. La Grua Center’s success is a testament to the dedication and support of our 
volunteers, staff, artists, donors, and community members. 

As we look ahead, we are excited about the opportunities on the horizon. Thank you for 
your unwavering belief in our mission, your generous contributions. and your continued 
commitment to La Grua Center. Together, we can continue to foster a creative and vibrant 
community where everyone can experience the transformative power of the arts.

With Warm Regards, 
Phylicia Adams, Board Chair

NICOLE ZURAITIS QUARTET



Snapshot July 2023–June 2024
During the past fiscal year, La Grua 

Center was at the heart of the community’s 
cultural life, offering a lively and diverse 
schedule of concerts, talks, art exhibitions, 
and educational programs. Our Music 
Matters series featured exceptional 
performances throughout the year, including 
the Orpheus 
Guitar Duo, 
cellist Gabriel 
Cabezas, 
multi-Grammy 
nominated 
Hermitage 
Piano Trio, as 
well as Ivan Gusev, Marin Rothfritz, and 
Jiayan Sun. We also enjoyed performances 
by Peregrine Road, Megan Weikleenget 
and Allan Conway in Songs of Love, Duo 
Stephanie & Saar in Une Fête Française, the 
Balourdet Quartet in Deepest Dedication, 
and Olga Vinokur and Amandi Azikawe 
performing Shostakovich. The series 
concluded with remarkable performances 
by the Neave Trio, Hilary Castle, and Ani 
Kalayjian.

We had even more music and 
performances with Grammy-winner Nicole 
Zuraitis, family concerts with Mozart 
for Munchkins, Manguito, and the Yale 
Whiffenpoofs. Sponsored by the Stonington 
Village Improvement Association, we 
held outdoor concerts on the Stonington 
Commons 
Green featuring 
The USCG Jazz 
Band, Twisted 
Pine, Yeissonn 
Villamar, 
Calliope Brass, 
and Cold Chocolate.

Sam Quigley shared art and the future of 
the Lyman Allyn Art Museum, while David 

Schulz captivated audiences with “The 
Library” pop-up art event. Nakai Northup 
spoke about the Pequot Museum and Kandie 
Carle gave a Gilded Age fashion show. The 
year also featured discussions including 
Tim Love and Randy Bean’s exploration 
of truth in the social media age, Kolton 
Harris and Yexandra Diaz reminding us 
of the transformative power of language 
and art, Tom 
Verde’s talk on 
historic boats, 
Ian Cooke’s 
gardening 
masterclass, 
and Gary 
Anderson’s insights into the restoration 
process of the Watch Hill Carousel.

Throughout the year, La Grua Center 
hosted a series of art exhibitions that 
highlighted both local and international 
talent. We began with Stonington, Mystic, 
and Pawcatuck artists at our Annual 
Stonington Artists exhibit, showcasing the 
creative prowess of our community. Haitian-
American and Norwich resident Samson 
Tonton’s The Soul Cries Out inspired us to 
reimagine nature, love, and self. We celebrated 
our 15th year and the legacy of Maurice and 
Winifred La Grua with a dedicated exhibit 
that honored their enduring influence on 
the community. In the winter, brought the 
evocative Absence exhibit by Honduran artist 
Josué Orellana, stirring deep reflections 
on presence and memory. High school 
students from 
Stonington, 
Westerly, 
Ledyard, 
Wheeler, 
and Fitch 
inspired us 
through 

AMANDI AZIKAWE AND OLGA VINOKUR

GARY ANDERSON

ADULT ART WORKSHOP



the Emerging Artists exhibit. As part 
of this exhibit, we continued our Artists 
Supporting Artists program, which fostered 
a dialogue between these students and local 
professional artists. The year concluded with 
a retrospective of the life and artwork of Old 
Lyme art teacher Lee Dadalt. 

We continued 
our commitment 
to children with 
four Youth Art 
Workshops 
during 
Halloween, the 
holidays, Earth 
Day, and summer. Talented local artists 
along with volunteers from Yellow 
Farmhouse Education Center, Stonington 
Community Center, New England Science 
and Sailing, Denison Pequotsepos Nature 
Center, and Expressiones Cultural Center 
shared their expertise with young budding 
artists during these workshops. Adults were 
able to connect with their artistic side during 
our popular Draw That Jazz workshop 
led by Tom Frohnaphel. With the Ocean 
Community Chamber of Commerce and 
the Town of Stonington, we offered a free 
children’s workshop where over twenty buoys 
were painted for the annual Stonington 
Lobster Trap Tree.

By the Numbers
We presented 23 in-person concerts including 
6 free concerts and 2 family concerts; 12 
lectures, films, and panel discussions, together 
with another 10 from our neighboring 
nonprofits; 7 art exhibitions; our 14th annual 
Fine Art & Craft Show/Sale; 4 youth art 
workshops; and 4 weekly music, drum, yoga, 
and dance classes—welcoming nearly 8,200 
visitors through our doors. More than 4,000 
people viewed our online programs on La 
Grua Center’s YouTube channel.

Partnership
We continued to value and build upon our 
important relationships with our closest 
neighbors—the Stonington Free Library, 
Historic Stonington, James Merrill House, 
the Stonington Garden Club, the Arts 
Café Mystic, the CT Early Music Festival, 
and the Mystic Film Festival, which all 
regularly use our space for their public 
programming. We collaborated with the 
Stonington Harbor Yacht Club and SVIA 
for outdoor music and other events. We are 
active members of the Stonington Village 
Cultural District, the Stonington Borough 
Merchants Association, and the Cultural 
Coalition, as well as three chambers of 
commerce—Greater Mystic, Ocean 
Community, and Eastern Connecticut. 
Our recent collaboration with WMNR Fine 
Arts Radio and Classical 95.9 WCRI, has 
enabled the broadcasts of our live recordings.

Grants and Funding
La Grua Center received a General Operating 
Support for Theaters and Performing 
Groups Grant, a Supporting Arts Grant, 
and a Connecticut Arts Endowment Fund 
Grant from Connecticut Office of the 
Arts; a Quick Grant from Connecticut 
Humanities; a grant from the Chamber 
of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut 
Foundation for our youth art workshops; 
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EVENT, PROGRAM, AND FUNDRAISER VOLUNTEERS

Phylicia Adams
Kia Baird
Annette Bienkowski
Keith Bienkowski
Beth Black
Chris Bleuher
Mary Anne Butler
Betsy Carr
Jessica Cerullo
Jeanne Ciravolo
Charles Clark
Kristin Kacewicz Clarke
Mame Courtney
D Derek
Lori Dyer
Elizabeth Ellenwood
Tom Frohnapfel
Kerrianne Garston
BJ Gaynor
Barbara Ginsberg
Guido Garaycochea
Jose Garaycochea
Christopher Greenleaf

Brian Griffiths
Barbara Heuer
James Hodge
Laura Hopkins
Sarah Janssens
Rebekah Kepple
Jude Larzelere
Eva Leong
Mary Kay Long
Sharon Lynch
Lauren Lyons
Cindy MacNeill
Jessica Maloney
Jane Mandes
Cathy Mastrofino
Timothy McDowell
Christine McMasters
Laura Metzger
Ted Mook
Regan Morse
Muireann O’Callaghan
Jeffrey P’an
Dennis Palmer

Dorothy Papp
Sarah Park
Larry Potter
Nancy Potter
Dan Potter
Adrienne Pratt
James P. Quinn
Eliza Reed
David Schulz
JJ Sinton
Dennis Sirrine
Lucia Sokol
Manju Soni
Mary Grace Sponn
Barbara Timken
Andie Tomek
Deidre Toole
Maria Valiente
Susan Voorhees
Ellen Warfield
Brandon Watson
Trish Watson
Anne Wynne

Wick York
Edit Young
Ebbie Young

VOLUNTEERS FROM
ORGANIZATIONS
Denison Pequotsepos 

Nature Center
Expressiones Cultural 

Center
New England Science 

and Sailing (NESS)
Stonington 

Community Center 
(COMO)

Stonington Garden 
Club

Stonington Harbor 
Yacht Club

Stonington High 
School

Yellow Farmhouse 
Education Center

grants from the Dominion Energy 
Charitable Foundation and the George 
& Grace Long Foundation in support of 
our Music Matters concerts; a sponsorship 
from SVIA for our free outdoor concerts 
and a sponsorship from the Chelsea Groton 
Foundation for our affordable family 
concerts. Our Summer Soirée sponsors, 
whose generous support makes our year-long 
programs possible, included Cove Ledge 
Beer, Wine and Spirits, UBS, Dime Bank, 
Dog Watch Catering, Eversource Energy, Waller Smith & Palmer, Beer’d Brewing Co., 
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union, Chelsea Groton Bank, Grover Insurance/Ferguson 
& McGuire, Pappas MacDonnell, Inc., Robinson+Cole, Spencer & Lynn Wine and 
Spirit Merchants, Stonington Garden Club, Suisman Shapiro, The Real McCoy Rum, 
and Veritable Distillery.

Volunteers
Our programming and events are made possible by the diverse group of volunteers who serve 
on committees to staff (Music, Programs, Youth, Facilities) and as event/office volunteers.
We extend our gratitude to the following for their donated time and personal commitment to 
La Grua Center.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND STAFF WITH SPONSOR: EVERSOURCE ENERGY



The Board of Directors consists of passionate individuals who are involved in supporting 
our programs, mission, and future. We are proud to have a 100% giving board, with each 
board member donating to our programs and events every year.

Board of Directors and Staff
Phylicia Adams, Chair
Rebekah Kepple, Vice Chair
Manju Soni, Secretary
Beth Black, Treasurer
Mary Anne Butler
Jessica Cerullo
Brian Griffiths

Jessica Maloney
Andie Tomek
Anne Wynne
Daniel Brandl, Executive Director
Kelli Rocherolle, Program Director

Financials

INCOME

Direct Contributions: $184,497 (52%)
Fundraiser: $87,142 (24%)
Program Sales, Fees, Misc.: $67,374 (19%)
Grants: $18,435 (5%)

TOTAL: $357,448

EXPENSES
Program: $291,103 (86%)
Management and General: $30,645 (9%)
Fundraising: $17,036 (5%)

TOTAL: $338,784

EMERGING ARTISTS EXHIBIT OPENING



Donors July 2023–June 2024
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors to our Annual Fund, programs, and Summer 
Soirée paddle raise, who make our programming possible with their financial support. All gifts 
listed were made to La Grua Center between the dates of July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

$10,000.00+
Anonymous
Kitchings Family Foundation
The Edward and Mary Lord 

Foundation
Montauk Foundation

$5,000.00 TO $9,999.99
Marggie Slichter Blake and 

Benson Blake
Michael and Dudley 

Del Balso
Connecticut Humanities
Connecticut Judicial Branch
Connecticut Office of the Arts
Barbara and Marc Ginsberg
Stonington Village 

Improvement Association
James P. Quinn and 

Chris Zhang

$2,500.00 TO $4,999.99
Anonymous
Elizabeth Black and 

Randy Bean
Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler
Chelsea Groton Foundation
Charles T. Clark
Dorothy and Declan Doogan
Anne Wynne and 

Chris Errichetti

William J. Griffin IV
Diana and Archie Leslie
George & Grace Long 

Foundation
BJ Gaynor and David Luce
Casey and Stuart Malcolm
Sandy Murray
David MacKenzie Smith
TomKat Foundation

$1,000.00 TO $2,499.99
ASA Environmental 

Products, Inc.
Frances C. Ashley
Ann and Alan Blanchard
Peter and Deborah Castle
Tom and Dorrit Castle
Sam and Beth Chapin
Michael and Merrily Connery
Harriet and Tony Crane
Liane and Don Crawford
Dime Bank
Peter Reinhardt and 

Dmitry Nesterov
Dominion Energy Charitable 

Foundation
Melanie Cava and 

Todd Drevo
Eversource Energy
Muriel Landi and 

Mike Fontana

Mary Wolf and 
William Fowler

Susan and John Fullerton
Grampy’s Charities
Lucia and David Greenhouse
Allegra and Brian Griffiths
Mikel and Donni Halvorson
Bill Hargreaves
Barbara Heuer
Peyton C. Horne
Sally and Peter Knight
Lisa Konicki
John and Mary LaMattina
Deborah and Peter Lamm
Julia and Paul Leeming
Ann Lobdell
Kate and Tim Love
Michael Schefers and 

Sibby Lynch
Alexandra McCagg
Christine McMasters
Penelope E. Miller
Claire R. Morse
Caroline and Scott Muller
Ivan Otterness
Anna Maria and 

A. Wright Palmer
Sharon Lynch and 

Peter Perenyi
Julia and Mike Roberts

THE WHIFFENPOOFS



Elizabeth Keane and 
Stephen Salomonson

Tom and Candy Sanford
Ana & Jeffrey Schneider
Lucia Sokol
Stonington Garden Club
UBS
Janet McClendon and 

Alan Vaskas
Beth Walker
Waller, Smith & Palmer
Patricia and Brandon Watson
Mary and Brock Weatherup
James and Karen Wittliff
Kathy and Andrew 

Worthington

$500.00 TO $999.99
Ann and Michael Adair
Leslie and Michael Ahearn
John W. and Judith B. 

Alexander
Alice Fund
Daniel and Kathryn Brandl
James Boylan
Charter Oak Federal Credit 

Union
Chelsea Groton Bank
Richard and Lois Cole
Christopher Dixon
Dave and Lori Dyer
Denise and Richard Easton
Laura Hopkins and 

John Farmelo
Muireann O’Callaghan and 

Tom Frohnapfel
Christopher Greenleaf
Grover Insurance
David Grande and 

Monica Hallisey
Hartley Corporation
Linda and Marley Hodgson
George and Lynn Kimmerle

Bekah Kepple and 
Morgan King

Hal Johnson and Jane Leipold
Bruce and Catherine Littman
Douglas and Evelynn Lyons
Sheila Lyons
Kat and Malcolm MacDonald
John T. McCarthy
Helen Moore
Beth and Foster Nichols
Cormac O’Malley
Colette and Joe Parsons
Sandra Pereira
Barbara Pitney
Cheryl and David Purvis
Ann Baldelli and Don Raffo
Cynthia Elliott and 

R. Douglass Rice
Robinson+Cole
Alexander J. Roepers
Heidi Scheller
Amy Cochran and 

Matthew Snyder
Manju and Paresh Soni
The Gildersleeve / White Fund
Brenda Mixson and 

Tom Thornton
Jessica Villardi
Vivie von Walstrom
Andrew Wilson
Eugene and Georgia York

$250.00 TO $499.99
Phylicia Adams
Anonymous
Olga and David Brandl
Judi Caracausa
Cat Scheibner and  

Carrie Haag
Daphne B. Davis
Wynne and Arthur Delmhorst
Helen DePersia

John Dixon
Mark and Connie Egan
Adi Ignatius and Dinda Elliott
Richard and Koko Gildersleeve
Timothy Hogen
Judi Honiss
Elizabeth Hopkins
Katherine Ballard and 

Revell Horsey
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Deborah Kotchen
Geoffrey Little and Meg Lyons
J. McLaughlin
Jan and Gus Miller
Dorothea Moore
Geoffrey and Beverly Phillips
Margaret Luchars Richards
Tom and Sarael Sargent
Anne-Marie Smith
Mark and Kim Spano
Anne M. Goodrich Twichell
Sarah Rogovin and 

Mark Twiss
Peter Kepple and 

Karin Forde Whittemore
Sally and Clement Wood
Edward York

UP TO $249
Andrea Ackerman
Grania and John Ackley III
Jessica Johnston Agnello
Joseph Alchermes
Ben and Christine Ambrose
Alan and Patience Banister
Carole Barnard
Anne Bartholet
Chauncey and 

Natalie Bartholet
Ted and Diana Beck
Wendy Benchley
Bill and Natalie Billing
Douglass Bjorn

MOZART FOR MUNCHKINS

SAMSON TONTON EXHIBIT OPENING

STONINGTON CULTURAL DISTRICT CELEBRATION 



Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Mary Boyer
Bernard Boylan
Roanna Breen
Marcie and Howard Brensilver
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Sylvia Brown
Alan and MJ Brush
Sharon Carlee
Betsy Carr
John P. Casey
Noelle Chabasseur
John and Julie Coduri
Tom and Sally Cogan
Frances H. Colburn
Alison Gourd Cosgrove
Virginia Cottrell-Colassano
Marie Cox
Elizabeth and Curt Danforth
Kay and Dick Daniele
Philip and Alison Darrell
Jessica Maloney and 

Marc Davis
Tertius and Belinda De Kay
John Delmhorst
Vivienne Dickson
Greg Smith and 

Deborah Dodds
Linda Dohrmann
Penelope Duckham
Lissa van Dyke
Pam and Jim Elesh
David and Donna Elks
Susie and Harry Ferguson

Sandra Sharr and 
Marc Fishbone

Ann and Peter Freeman
Eric and Kerry Garofano
Bruce Ferguson and 

Kathleen Gaynor
Thomas and Evelyn Gezo
Hartford Gongaware
Andrea Greene
Priscilla Griscom
John and Alice Groton
Micayla Hall
Susan Clapp and 

Charles Hatton
Alexandra Moore and 

Carter Holliday
Ardis and Richard Holliday
Margaret and Buell Hollister
Mohamad Homsi
Alice W. Houston
Alfred Ingulli
Bryan and Laura Jackson
Jesse Diggs and 

Marylys Jackson
John Janek
Helen Jankoski
Sarah Janssens
Graham Jeffrey
Pamela Johnstone
Alexis Kahn
Mary Hyde and Bob Katz
Anne La Grua
G.F. Lane
Allison Larkin
Laurie Cameron and 

Richard Larkin
Judith Larzelere
David and Pamela Leeming
Amanda Lindberg
Susan Lindberg
Margah and Tom Lips

Monica and William Lynders
Lauren and Alex Lyons
Catherine Malerba
Valentina Marchenkoff
Susan and Harry Martin
Jen and AJ Massengale
Sally McBee
Kari McCabe and 

Nate McBride
Jeffrey Andersen and 

Maureen McCabe
Kathy Calnen and 

Michael McKinley
Christie Max Williams and 

Catharine Moffett
Sabine Moffett
Robert and Karen Mohr
Susan Monserud
William B. Morris
Geraldine Nager
Frederick S. Nicholas, Jr.
Jennifer O’Brien
Joan O’Brien
Bunny and Maria O’Callahan
Joan and Tim O’Neill
Cynthia R. Palmer
Gerry Klender and 

Dennis Palmer
Henry R. Palmer III
Joyce and Francis Pandolfi
John and Julia Parry
Linda Peduzzi
Mary and Jim Pendergast
Maureen and Michael Pernal
Susan Gallick and 

Jonathan Post
Marya Ursin and Dan Potter
Grace Smith and 

Edward Purcell
Raytheon Technologies
Bill and Frissie Reed
Ken Richards
Rodney Richards

BOARD MEMBER JESSICA CERULLO AND ARTIST LUCA VIVIANO

DRAW THAT JAZZ

SEAN NELSON



Alan and Ginny Roessler
Rosemarie and Chris Rose
Francis Hills and 

Karen von Ruffer Hills
Robert and Susan Scala
Peter and Eleanor Schaffer
Jessica Cerullo and 

David Schulz
Deborah Schwell
Lottie B. Scott
Sharon Sherman
J.J. and Chris Sinton
Steven Slosberg
Edward and Elaine Smith
Hester and Ben Smith
Martha Snyder
Karin Soderberg
Geraldine S. Spillane
Gigi Bradford and 

Jim Stanford
Carla and Rowland Stebbins III
Rich and Liz Stern
Paul and Nina Stimson
Alexandra Stoddard
Sarah Welch and Chris Taylor
Erin and James Tirrell
Andie and Benjamin Tomek
John and Chris Turrentine
Timothy Tyler and 

Suzanne Tyler
Mary Kay Long and 

Dennis Unites
Raymond Uzanas
Donald and Sally Vail
Daniel C. and Melissa 

J. Verdier
Norma McHoes Vyse
Josh and Alejandra Welch
John and Lucy Werner
Andrew and Ellen Wormser
Ebbie and Adam Young

IN MEMORIAM, HONOR, AND 
SUPPORT
In Memory of Barbara Dixon
Geraldine Nager
In Memory of Marija McCarthy
Sharon Sherman
In Memory of John F. Pereira III
Sandra Pereira
In Memory of Kristine von Ruffer
Francis Hills and 

Karen von Ruffer Hills
In Memory of Betty Richards
Amy Cochran and 

Matthew Snyder
Diana and Archie Leslie
Ann and Peter Freeman
Barbara Pitney
Alexander J. Roepers
Vivienne Dickson
Margaret and Buell Hollister
Amanda Lindberg
Rodney Richards
John and Alice Groton
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Karin Soderberg
Frances H. Colburn
Beth Walker
Ken Richards
In Memory of Robin Honiss
James P. Quinn and 

Chris Zhang
In Honor of Barbara Heuer
Hartford Gongaware
In Honor of BJ Gaynor
Heidi Scheller
In Honor of Lincoln Norton
Hartley Corporation
In Honor of Jim Quinn
Gerry Klender and 

Dennis Palmer
Dave and Lori Dyer

CONCERT/LECTURE/ARTS 
SPONSORS
Anonymous
Chamber of Commerce 

of Eastern Connecticut 
Foundation

Chelsea Groton Foundation

Christopher Greenleaf
Connecticut Humanities
Connecticut Office of the Arts
Dominion Energy Charitable 

Foundation
Christine McMasters
Peter Reinhardt and 

Dmitry Nesterov
Stonington Village 

Improvement Association

SUMMER SOIRÉE
LIVE AUCTION DONORS
Beth Black and Randy Bean
Cannonball Management
Kate and Tim Love
Kat and Malcolm MacDonald
Robert Palm
Jeffrey P’an

MATCHING GIFTS
The following companies 
have matched donations their 
employees have made to La 
Grua Center:

Charter Oak Federal Credit 
Union

Pfizer
Raytheon Technologies
UBS

While every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy, please accept our 
sincere apology if there are any errors 
or omissions with your name.

lagruacenter.org
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ARTISTS LINCOLN NORTON AND DAN POTTER


