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Where Community Meets ulture

1o engage community through arts and culture and provide an enriched cultural life for all of
our region - this was the vision that Winifred La Grua had when she made the generous gift
that allowed the purchase and renovation of our beautiful space in memory of her husband,
Maurice C. La Grua.

In the nearly two decades since the doors opened at La Grua Center, I am proud to
say that we are more than achieving Wynne’s vision. This year, 8,000 people enjoyed our
concerts, exhibits, presentations, classes, and workshops. Our innovative and creative
programming reached a virtual audience of 3,200.

There is no place like La Grua. A new patron commented that “La Grua Center does it
all and there is a new program every week to expand my horizons.” The continued support
of the La Grua community allows us to provide exceptional programs, expand our reach,
and foster authentic connections.

Music Matters wowed audiences with performances ranging from a Brahms piano
concert to Empire Wild’s jazz cellists. Concerts on the Green brought generations together
to listen and learn about a variety of musical genres. Our gallery was a showcase for local
and regional artists and we provided an opportunity for local high school students to show
their work as part of our Emerging Artists exhibit. Our lecture series, many presented
in collaboration with local organizations, covered a wide variety of topics from artificial
intelligence to a book reading by a bestselling author on the Holocaust. Our Youth Art
Workshops expose our youngest audience to the power of art and creative expression.

I 'am particularly proud that we are able to present the majority of our programs
free of charge and price our ticketed events to allow all members of the community the
opportunity to engage in arts and culture. The success of La Grua Center would not be
possible without the dedication and support of our staff, volunteers, artists, and donors. As
we approach our 20th anniversary in 2028 and beyond, we are grateful and inspired by
your support and commitment to this vision.

With Warm Regards,
Beth Black, Board Chair



Snapshot July 2024-June 2025

Over the past fiscal year, La Grua Center
remained a lively crossroads for arts, ideas,
and community, filling our hall with
concerts, talks, exhibitions, workshops,
and family-friendly programs. Our Music
Matters series featured songs from Havana &
Buenos Aires with Zahili Gonzilez Zamora
and Claudio
Ragazzi;

The Genius of
Brahms with
Constantine
Finehouse; a
Romantic era
clarinet concert
with James Campbell, Alix Reinhardt,

and pianist Futaba Niekawa; Hommage ro
Fauré with pianist Matthew Odell; Classical
for Two Pianos with Asiya Korepanova and

ARTEM BELOGUROV

Ilya Kazantsev; the genre-bending Empire
Wild who also performed for hundreds of
students at West Vine Street School; the
Avery Ensemble; Timeless Trios with the
Champlain Trio; an interactive concert with
Beyond the Notes; Rasa String Quartet’s
Redefining Home; and Mozart on His Own
Piano with Artem Belogurov. We also
partnered with Tessa Lark and Musical
Masterworks, hosted Maestro Martin
Piecuch’s final concert, welcomed the Yale
Whiffenpoofs, and presented Jesse Terry’s
Arcadia album-release show in our More
Music series.
For families,
we added a
festive South 7]
American
and
Caribbean

concert with Surcari. Outdoors, our Concerts

TESSA LARK AND MUSICAL MASTERWORKS

on the Green brought free programs to the
community with Ed Fast & Conga Bop,
Bergin & Melissa, On the Trail, Jacob

Jolliff, Grant Gordy, and Mozart for
Munchkins.

Ovur speaker and author lineup blended
artistry with timely topics. Good Stories Well
Told welcomed marine artist Russ Kramer,
novelist Jane Barton Griffith (Two Women,
One War), Elissa Bass (Happy Hour), and
bestselling British author Wendy Holden
(The Teacher
of Auschwitz).
On Our Minds
examined the
frontlines of
climate violence
with Peter
Schwartzstein
(The Heat and the Fury) and the ethical
dimensions of artificial intelligence with
Dr. Yvonne Masakowski. We also staged
two evocative theatrical events: Az Evening
with Edgar Allan Poe featuring Campbell
Harmon and Frost Warnings: A Portrait of
Robert and Elinor Frost with Christie Max
Williams and Anne Flammang.

¥
PETER SCHWARTZSTEIN

In the gallery we showcased community
and regional talent across six exhibitions: the
15" Annual Stonington Artists exhibit with
works from artists in Stonington, Mystic,
and Pawcatuck; Coming Out for Art with
OutCT; The Art of Belonging which featured
artwork by artists supported by Vista Life
Innovations, a nonprofit organization that
helps individuals with disabilities; Art &
Gardens showcasing a captivating collection
of works by :
the talented
members and
friends of the
Stonington
Garden
Club; the
4" Annual
Emerging Artists exhibit with student

EMERGING ARTISTS FROM GRASSO TECH



artists from area high schools, including
Fitch, Grasso Tech, Ledyard, Stonington,
Westerly, and Wheeler; and Artful Alchemy
with Gallery One which represented a
diverse group of accomplished Connecticut-
based artists.
Creativity
stayed hands-
on with
Youth Art
Workshops ~ **
throughout ~ (AEEEES
the year: Summer Youth Art, Fall:
Halloween & Dia de los Muertos, Holiday
Youth Art, and Earth Day. Talented local
artists along with volunteers from Yellow
Farmhouse Education Center, Stonington
Community Center, New England Science
and Sailing, Denison Pequotsepos Nature
Center, and Expressiones Cultural Center
shared their expertise with young budding
artists during these workshops. Adults
explored new skills in a multi-station Art
Lab: Discover & Create with Eva Leong,
Tom Frohnapfel, Jude Larzelere, Rebecca
Hnatiuk, Kathleen O’Reilly, and Frances
Baldwin, Writing Toward Forgiveness with
Eleanor Kedney focused on therapeutic
writing, Flower Press & Design with
Marguerite Alpert, Capturing Beauty: The
Art of iPhone Photography with Jill Corr,
and Draw That Jazz workshop led by Tom
Frohnaphel. With the Ocean Community
Chamber of Commerce and the Town
of Stonington, we offered a free children’s
workshop where over twenty buoys were
painted for the annual Stonington Lobster

Trap Tree.

DRAW THAT JAZZ

By the Numbers

We presented 22 in-person concerts including
6 free concerts and 2 family concerts;

12 lectures, films, workshops, and panel
discussions, together with another 10 from our

neighboring nonprofits; 6 art exhibitions; our
annual Fine Art & Craft Show; 4 youth art
workshops; and monthly sound bath, music,
drum, yoga, and strength classes—welcoming
nearly 8,000 visitors through our doors.

More than 3,200 people viewed our online
programs on La Grua Center’s YouTube
channel.

Partnership

We continued to value and build upon our
important relationships with our closest
neighbors—the Stonington Free Library,
Historic Stonington, James Merrill House,
the Stonington Garden Club, the Arts
Café Mystic, Musical Masterworks, the
CT Early Music Festival, and the Mystic
Film Festival, which all regulatly use our
space for their public programming. We
collaborated with the Stonington Harbor

FIRST SELECTMAN DANIELLE CHESEBROUGH DECLARES
CHRISTIE MAX WILLIAMS STONINGTON’S FIRST POET LAUREATE

Yacht Club and SVIA for outdoor music

and other events. We are active members of
the Stonington Village Cultural District,
the Stonington Borough Merchants
Association, and the Cultural Coalition,
as well as three chambers of commerce—
Greater Mystic, Ocean Community,

and Eastern Connecticut. Our recent
collaboration with WMNR Fine Arts Radio
and Classical 95.9 WCRI, has enabled the

broadcasts of our live recordings.



Grants and Funding

La Grua Center received a Supporting Arts
Grant, and a Connecticut Arts Endowment
Fund Grant from Connecticut Office of
the Arts; a Quick Grant from Connecticut
Humanities; a Katherine Forest Crafts
Foundation grant for our textile and

clay artists, a grant from the Chamber

of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut
Foundation for our youth art workshops;
grants from the Dominion Energy
Charitable Foundation and the George

& Grace Long Foundation in support of
our Music Matters concerts; a sponsorship
from SVIA for our free outdoor concerts

Volunteers

and a sponsorship from the Chelsea Groton
Foundation for our affordable family concerts.
Our Summer Soirée sponsors, whose generous

support makes our year-long programs
possible, included Cove Ledge Beer, Wine
and Spirits, UBS, Dime Bank, Dog Watch
Catering, Attorney Nicholas Kepple,
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union, Chelsea
Groton Bank, Ferguson & McGuire, Grover
Insurance, Pappas MacDonnell, Inc.,
Robinson+Cole, Waller Smith & Palmer,
and Veritable Distillery.

Our programming and events are made possible by the diverse group of volunteers who serve

on committees to staff (Music, Programs, Youth, Facilities) and as event/office volunteers.

We extend our gratitude to the following for their donated time and personal commitment to

La Grua Center.

EVENT, PROGRAM, AND FUNDRAISER VOLUNTEERS

Phylicia Adams Barbara Heuer
Chris Barnard Laura Hopkins
Annette Bienkowski ~ Katherine Hughes
Keith Bienkowski Sarah Janssens

Beth Black Brady Jefson

Chris Bleuher Rebekah Kepple
Kathryn Brandl Jude Larzelere
Mary Anne Butler Eva Leong

Betsy Carr Mary Kay Long
Jessica Cerullo Sharon Lynch
Jeanne Ciravolo Lauren Lyons
Charles Clark Cindy MacNeill

D Derek Jessica Maloney
Lori Dyer Jane Mandes
Elizabeth Ellenwood ~ Timothy McDowell
Tom Frohnapfel Christine McMasters
Guido Garaycochea ~ Laura Metzger

Jose Garaycochea Elaine Mills

BJ Gaynor Ted Mook

Paul Geise Regan Morse
Barbara Ginsberg Muireann O’Callaghan
Christopher Greenleaf Jeffrey P’an

Brian Grifhiths Dennis Palmer

Sarah Park
Larry Potter
Nancy Potter
Dan Potter
Adrienne Pratt
James P. Quinn
Eliza Reed
David Schulz
Julie Sinvil
Dennis Sirrine
Lucia Sokol
Manju Soni
Mary Grace Sponn
Barbara Timken
Erin Tirrell
Andie Tomek
Deidre Toole
Susan Voorhees
Ellen Warfield
Brandon Watson
Trish Watson
Anne Wynne
Wick York

Edit Young
Ebbie Young

VOLUNTEERS FROM

ORGANIZATIONS

Denison Pequotsepos
Nature Center

Expressiones Cultural
Center

New England Science
and Sailing (NESS)

Stonington
Community Center
(COMO)

Stonington Garden
Club

Stonington Harbor
Yacht Club

Stonington Public
Schools

Yellow Farmhouse
Education Center



Financials

INCOME

. Direct Contributions: $166,761 (46%)

I Fundraiser: $89,368 (25%)
Program Sales, Fees, Misc.: $79,779 (22%)
Grants: $25,253 (7%)

TOTAL: $361,161

EXPENSES

B Program: $303,176 (86%)

. Management and General: $30,745 (9%)
Fundraising: $18,077 (5%)

TOTAL: $351,998

STONINGTON ARTIST EXHIBIT

The Board of Directors is made up of passionate leaders who advance our mission, sustain
our programs, and steward our future. We are proud to have 100% Board giving, with
every director making an annual gift.

Board of Directors and Staff ... 1. 2025

Beth Black, Chair Erin Tirrell

Laura Hopkins, Vice Chair Trish Watson

Andie Tomek, Secretary Anne Wynne

Brian Grifhichs, Treasurer Daniel Brandl, Executive Director
Jessica Cerullo Kelli Rocherolle, Program Director
Paul Geise

Jess Maloney

Dennis Palmer



Donors July 2024-June 2025

CONCERT ON THE GREEN

Thanks to the generosity of the following donors to our Annual Fund, programs, and Summer

Soirée, La Grua Center is able to bring inspiring programming to our community. The gifts
recognized here were made between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025.

$10,000.00+

Anonymous

Kitchings Family Foundation
Montauk Foundation

$5,000.00 TO $9,999.99
Apple Pickers Foundation
Beth Black and
Randy Bean
Benson P. Blake Charitable
Trust, Bank of America,
N.A., Trustee
Michael and Dudley Del Balso
Connecticut Judicial Branch
Connecticut Office of the Arts
Barbara and Marc Ginsberg
Mike and Donni Halvorson
Spike Lobdell
and Betsy Bowman
Stonington Village
Improvement Association

$2,500.00 TO $4,999.99
Anonymous
Anne Fix and Kevin Bowdler
Stillman Brown
Charles T. Clark
Michael and Merrily Connery
Cove Ledge Beer, Wine &
Spirits
Anne Wynne
and Chris Errichetti

Meredith Fischer

William J. Grifhn IV

Allegra and Brian Griffiths

George A. and Grace L.
Long Foundation, Bank of
America, N.A., Trustee

BJ Gaynor and David Luce

Casey and Stuart Malcolm

Lucia Sokol

UBS Long River Wealth
Management

Kathy and Andrew
Worthington

James P. Quinn

and Chris Zhang

$1,000.00 TO $2,499.99

Anonymous

Grania and John Ackley 111

John W. and Judith B.
Alexander

Alice Fund

ASA Environmental
Products, Inc.

Frances C. Ashley

Holland Burt

Peter and Deborah Castle

Tom and Dorrit Castle

Sam and Beth Chapin

Chelsea Groton Foundation

Harriet and Tony Crane

Liane and Don Crawford

Dominion Energy
Dog Watch Catering
Dime Bank
Denise and Richard Easton
Laura Hopkins
and John Farmelo
Mike and Muriel Fontana
Mary Wolf
and William Fowler
Ann Freeman
Susan and John Fullerton
Peyton C. Horne
Katherine Ballard
and Revell Horsey
John and Mary LaMattina
Deborah and Peter Lamm
Paul and Julia Leeming
Alexandra McCagg
Claire R. Morse
Ivan Otterness
Anna Maria
and A. Wright Palmer
Pfizer Foundation
Martching Gifts
Thomas D. Sanford
Max Greenberg and Heidi
Scheller
Ana & Jeffrey Schneider
David MacKenzie Smith
Mary and Brock Weatherup
James and Karen Wittliff



$500.00 TO $999.99
Ann Adair
Olga and David Brandl
Charter Oak Federal Credit
Union
Chelsea Groton Bank
Christopher Dixon
Ferguson & McGuire
Paul and Robin Geise
Grover Insurance
Hartley Corporation
Barbara Heuer
Linda and Marley Hodgson
Nick and Noreen Kepple
Deborah Kotchen
Bruce and Catherine Littman
Faith & Chris Lutat
Cormac O’Malley
Pappas MacDonnell, Inc.
Sharon Lynch
and Peter Perenyi
Raytheon Technologies
Cynthia Elliott
and R. Douglass Rice
Kent and Verna Richards
Robinson+Cole
Tom and Sarael Sargent
Kimberly and Todd Smith
Janet McClendon
and Alan Vaskas
Daniel C. and Melissa J.
Verdier
Veritable Distillery
Waller, Smith & Palmer
Andrew Wilson
Eugene and Georgia York

$250.00 TO $499.99
Anonymous
Josephine Bump
Mary Anne and John Butler
Betsy Carr
Richard and Lois Cole
Ian and Libby Cooke
Wynne and Arthur Delmhorst
Helen DePersia
John Dixon
Dave and Lori Dyer
Adi Ignatius and Dinda Elliott
Mary Elliott
Muireann O’Callaghan
and Tom Frohnapfel

- FLOWER PRESSING WITH MARGUERITE ALPERT
Bruce Ferguson

and Kathleen Gaynor
Richard and Koko Gildersleeve

David Grande

and Monica Hallisey
Timothy Hogen
Elizabeth Hopkins
Jane Keener and Paul Janssens
Mary Hyde and Bob Katz
George and Lynn Kimmerle
June Gardner and Bill Lesko
John T. McCarthy
J. McLaughlin
Jan and Gus Miller
Dorothea Moore
Sandy Murray
Beth and Foster Nichols
Cynthia R. Palmer
Gerry Klender

and Dennis Palmer
Geoftrey and Beverly Phillips
Barbara Pitney
Cheryl and David Purvis
Jaime Lewis and Kevin Rogers
Mark and Kim Spano
Kerry Dinneen

and Sam B. Sutphin
Raymond Uzanas
Stephanie Tuttle

and Ramsey Walker
Harry and Liz White
Sally and Clement Wood

UP TO $249
Andrea Ackerman
Alessandra Baldini

and Joseph Alchermes
Sheila and Luis Alonso
Alan and Patience Banister
Bryce Barker
Carole Barnard
Anne Bartholet
Chauncey

and Natalie Bartholet

Elizabeth Bartholet
Ted and Diana Beck
Wendy Benchley
Gary and Frances Bennett
Annette and Keith Bienkowski
Bill and Natalie Billing
Douglass Bjorn
Michael Blefeld
Neal and Jane Lassen Bobruff
Wayne Boettner
Jenny Dixon and John Boone
Annette Born
Mary Boyer
James Boylan
Marcie and Howard Brensilver
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Sylvia Brown
Ann and Charlie Buffum
Sharon Carlee
John P. Casey
David Schulz

and Jessica Cerullo
Wendy Clymer
John Coduri
Betsie and Curt Danforth
Kay and Dick Daniele
Laurel Butler

and Chris Daniels
Philip and Alison Darrell
Jessica Maloney

and Marc Davis
Diane De Mailly
Lisa and Jay DeFanti
John Delmhorst
Taylor Dickinson
Greg Smith

and Deborah Dodds
Linda Dohrmann
Dominion Energy
John Draper
Penelope Duckham
Cristina Dudziak
Lissa van Dyke
David and Donna Elks
Susie and Harry Ferguson
Jennifer Fusco
Sandra Gensemer
Thomas and Evelyn Gezo
Ann Gilchrist
Hartford Gongaware
Alice and John Groton
Micayla Hall



Lynn and Steve Hazard
W Lee Hisle
Alexandra Moore

and Carter Holliday
Ardis and Richard Holliday
Tina Huard
Mary E. Hughes
Alfred Ingulli
Bryan and Laura Jackson
Jesse Diggs

and Marylys Jackson
Graham Jeffrey
Lucia and Rodney Johnstone
Eileen Kenny
Bekah Kepple

and Morgan King
Tara King Clark
Sally and Peter Knight
Laurie Cameron

and Richard Larkin
Judith Larzelere
David and Pamela Leeming
Eva Leong
Susan Lindberg
Kate and Tim Love
Monica and William Lynders
Geoffrey Little and Meg Lyons
Lauren and Alex Lyons
Valentina Marchenkoff
Susan and Harry Martin
Joanna Masi
Sally McBee
Marlisa McLaughlin
Laura Metzger
Kathy Calnen

and Michael McKinley
Christie Max Williams

and Catharine Moffett
Sabine Moffett
Robert and Karen Mohr
David W. Moore
Geraldine Nager
Frederick S. Nicholas, Jr.
Mary Ettinger

and David Nolan

TOM FROHNAPHEL AND DENNIS SIRRINE

Jennifer O’Brien
Bunny and Maria O’Callahan
Kathleen O’Kula
Joan and Tim O’Neill
Elizabeth A. Osha
Joyce and Francis Pandolfi
Jim and Mary Pendergast
Maureen and Michael Pernal
Susan Gallick

and Jonathan Post
Marya Ursin and Dan Potter
Grace Smith
and Edward Purcell

Ann Baldelli and Don Raffo
Bill and Frissie Reed

Anne Rivers
Alan and Ginny Roessler
Jessica Rozzi-Ochs
Peter Schaffer and Eleanor
Kedney Schaffer
Stuart J.D. Schwartzstein
Deborah Schwell
Kenneth Levy
and Joanne Shor Levy
J.J. and Chris Sinton
Dutcha Slieker-Hersant
Steven Slosberg
Edward and Elaine Smith
Amy Cochran
and Matthew Snyder
Martha Snyder
Caroline Souter
Gigi Bradford
and Jim Stanford
Carla and Rowland Stebbins I1T
Rich and Liz Stern
Alexandra Stoddard
John and Sue Sutherland
Tom and Lisa Switz
Sarah Welch and Chris Taylor
Laura Tillinghast
Andie and Benjamin Tomek
John and Chris Turrentine
Two Sisters Simplify & Sort

Timothy and Suzanne Tyler
Mary Kay Long

and Dennis Unites
Norma McHoes Vyse
Josh and Alejandra Welch
Courtenay Weldon
John and Lucy Werner
Peter Kepple

and Karin Forde Whittemore
Andrew and Ellen Wormser
Edward York

IN MEMORIAM, HONOR, AND
SUPPORT

In Memory of Diana Leslie
Sheila and Luis Alonso
Apple Pickers Foundation
Elizabeth Bartholet
Michael Blefeld
Wendy Clymer
Ann Gilchrist
Alice and John Groton
Kenneth Levy

and Joanne Shor Levy
Cynthia R. Palmer
Joyce and Francis Pandolfi
Martha Snyder
Amy Cochran

and Matthew Snyder
Kerry Dinneen

and Sam B. Sutphin
Tom and Lisa Switz
Raymond Uzanas
Michael Warburg
Courtenay Weldon
James P. Quinn

and Chris Zhang

In Memory of Tony Pellegrini
James P. Quinn

and Chris Zhang

In Honor of Barbara Heuer

Hartford Gongaware

In Honor of Cormac O’Malley,
Helen Hooker, and Ernie
O’Malley

Bryce Barker

In Honor of Emerging Artists
Exhibit

Laura Tillinghast



JER

EMPIRE WILD AT WEST VINE STREET SCHOOL

In Honor of Manju Soni
Bekah Kepple
and Morgan King

In Honor of Phylicia Adams
Muireann O’Callaghan
and Tom Frohnapfel

In Honor of the
Stonington Garden Club
Spike Lobdell

In Honor of Lincoln Norton
Hartley Corporation

CONCERT/PIANO/LECTURE/

ART WORKSHOP SPONSORS

Anonymous

Chamber of Commerce
of Eastern Connecticut
Foundation

Chelsea Groton Foundation

Christine McMasters

Christopher Greenleaf

Connecticut Office of the Arts

Dominion Energy Charitable
Foundation

Katherine Forest Crafts
Foundation

Ann Lobdell

George A. and Grace L.
Long Foundation, Bank of
America, N.A., Trustee

Stonington Village
Improvement Association

Laura Tillinghast

West Vine Street School PTO

SUMMER SOIREE
LIVE AUCTION DONORS
Beth Black and Randy Bean
Katherine Ballard

and Revell Horsey
Ninigret Nectar Oysters
Saltwater Farm Vineyard

SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Anonymous

Jerry Albrikes

Back Door Kitchen & Pizza

Ann Baldelli

Bank Square Books

Bespoke

Big Night

Beth Black and Randy Bean

Bravo Bravo

Sue Cart

Breakwater

Delamar Mystic

Lori and Dave Dyer

Lara Ehrlich

Will Evans

Andrew Field

The Flour Shop

High Rollers at Foxwoods

BJ Gaynor and Dave Luce

Gourmet Galley

Max Greenberg and Heidi
Scheller

Greenvale Vineyards

Brian and Allegra Griffichs

Harborview Landing

Inn at Stonington

J&R Seafood Market

Angela Kanabis

Lisa and Michael Kerin

Kingdom of the Hawk
Vineyard

Lake of Isles

Jen Massengale

Matunuck Oyster Bar

George Moore

NESS

Newport Vineyards

Noah’s Restaurant

Robert Palm

Port of Call

Timothy Pratt

Red 36

River Bar

Damien Rocherolle

‘The Shipwright's Daughter

Nimi Nanji Simard

Stone Acres Farm

Stonington COMO

Stonington Country Club

Stonington Jewelers

Stonington Pizza Palace

Thought Fox Writers Den

‘The United Theatre and Café

Veritable Distillery

Stephen Wade

The Wallasey House
Water Street Cafe
Weekapaug Inn
Whaler’s Inn

Zest Fresh Bakery

MATCHING GIFTS

'The following companies have
matched donations made to
La Grua Center:

Charter Oak Federal Credit Union
Dominion Energy

Pfizer

Raytheon Technologies

UBS

While every effort has been made to
ensure accuracy, please accept our
sincere apology if there are any errors or
omissions with your name.

Photo credits: Christopher Greenleaf,
Christopher Kepple, Thomas Mirchell,
Muireann O Callaghan, and
Bergin O’Malley

YOUR SUPPORT AT WORK
CLICK TO WATCH THE
VIDEO

LAGRUACENTER.ORG/VIDEO

@€ conNEcTICUT
cthumanities

LA GRUA CENTER

Arts ¢ Culture « Community
lagruacenter.org

COVER: LANDSCAPE, BY DIANE BROWN


https://youtu.be/hbOfgunzgWI?si=P3v7lEUQTM_MPWLQ
https://lagruacenter.org/video/



